New Year’s Eve Party Around the World

Party Overview

Bring in the New Year with traditions from around the
world. Find out what people do on this night in
several other countries and party like you are in New 4
Zealand, Turkey, The Philippines, Brazil, and Spain to
name a few; and of course, party like an American at midnight. This timing of this
party is flexible, it can be done earlier than ending at midnight. New Year's
resolutions will be discussed, encouraging the girls to read their Bible every day in
the coming year.

Traditionally this party would be done on December 31st, ending at midnight.
However, it could also be done at a non-traditional time, like a whole day ahead,
on December 30th, allowing the girls to babysit or be with their family on New
Year’s Eve. If the party is done an entire day early, it would be called a “New
Year’s Eve EVE” party. Or you could celebrate from 9 am — 12 noon on
December 31st. This would be a “Noon Year’s Eve” party. Another option is to
pick a time zone several hours ahead of where you live, set all the clocks to that
time zone and bring in the New Year at “midnight,” allowing the girls to go home
earlier in the evening.

Party Time: 9:00 - 12:00
Have balloons blown up with the following times written
on them: 9:30, 10:00, 10:20, 10:40, 10:55, 11:15, and

11:50. Balloons can be taped to a wall.

Pop each balloon at the time written on it, and do the
activity found on the paper placed inside.

9:00

Girls arrive. Have supplies laid out for each girl to make a party crown.
_ (One pronged headband : ez TR
| and 6-8 metallic, shiny pipe
cleaners are needed for
each girl. Also provide
scissors. Crowns are made
by twisting the pipe cleaners
around the headband.)




9:30
Pop the balloon that reads “9:30.”

The paper in the balloon reads, “Tonight, we are going to party like people in other
countries do at midnight. Right now, party like they do in New Zealand. At
midnight, they take pots and pans and bang on them as loud as they can.”

Provide pots, pans, lids and metal spoons for the girls to bang. Then take pictures
of the girls wearing their crowns, and any other New Year’s glasses, blowers, hats,
or props they would like to be photographed with.

10:00
Pop the balloon that reads “10:00.”

The paper in the balloon reads, “Party like a person from Turkey. Many people in
the country of Turkey start celebrating New Year’s Eve at dinner time with their
family and friends. They eat a big meal and then it is common to play games until
they go see big firework displays. We are now going to play a game. | will divide
you into two groups, and we are going to play charades. Every answer will have

the word “time” in it.”” (Divide the girls into the 2 groups, and have the clues written out, in a bag for them
to draw out of.)

Options to act out:

-Once upon a time

-All the time in the world

-Right on time

-Having a rough time

-Sands of time

-Time flies when you’re having fun

-What time is it? S 12 |
-Time to go (¢ 2

-A stitch in time saves nine 9 3
-Time out 8 1Y A
-A race against time 7 ¢ BHC
-Having the time of my life

-Time’s up

-Time travel

-You’re wasting my time
-Just passing time
-Father Time

-New York Times

-In the nick of time



-Times Square

10:20
Pop the balloon that reads “10:20.”

The paper in the balloon reads, “Eat like people in the Philippines and Holland”.
People in the country of the Philippines eat round food to bring them luck, plus
they will wear clothing with circles or polka dots on them. The round food and
circles stand for coins to bring them money in the coming year. Does this really
WOrk? (No. We as Christians do not believe in this kind of luck, but rather that God is in control of what happens
tous.) We’re just having fun. People in Holland eat ring shaped food like donuts to
symbolize coming full circle in the year.

Snacks

Serve cupcakes, donuts and other round foods — like apples, B
Jell-o in round containers, etc. Do not serve any grapesas <

: <
they will be used later in the party. i% -} J

10:40
Pop the balloon that reads “10:40.”

The paper in the balloon reads, “Party like people in Columbia. People in
Columbia carry empty suitcases around the block in hopes of being able to travel
in the coming year.” Give the girls each a suitcase, a carry on, or even use large
purses. Since going around the block takes awhile, have the girls carry the luggage
around the outside or inside of your house.

10:55
Pop the balloon that reads “10:55.”

The paper in the balloon reads, “Party around the world - like people in Brazil,
Argentina, Italy, and Bolivia.” What you wear on New Year’s Eve is important in
many countries (Look around — if someone is wearing white, point them out,) In Brazil, most people
will dress in white on New Year’s Eve. If they live close to the ocean, they will go
to the beach and at midnight, go into the water and jump seven waves; one wave
for each day of the week. By doing this, each day of the week in the coming year

will go well for them. Does this work? (No. This is a superstition. Aren't you glad we know God is
in charge of what happens to us, rather than if we jump the right number of waves.)



I don’t know what color of underwear you are all wearing right now. (Hold up new
packages of big underwear, or you could use shorts). The color of your underwear matters in
many countries. To welcome the New Year in Italy, you wear new red underwear.
In Mexico, you wear yellow underwear. If you are in Bolivia, right at midnight
most people change into yellow underwear to change their fortune for the New
Year. In Argentina, if you wear new pink underwear on New Year’s Eve you
should find love in the coming year. We are going to have a race - using the same
two teams that were in charades. (Have the girs line up.) In this race, the first girl in line
will first put on a big white shirt, like you are in Brazil. Keep the shirt on, and put
on the red, yellow and pink underwear, one on top of the other. Jump 7 times like
you are wave jumping in Brazil. Then take everything off, and the next girl on the
team goes. First team to get the clothing articles on and off wins. Go!

(After the game, the girls might enjoy hearing the following information :) In Argentina, not only do they
wear new pink underwear if they want to find love in the coming year, but they
celebrate for several days with nonstop parties. They are on the side of the world
that when New Year’s Eve happens, it’s their summertime, so the holiday happens
when there is no school. This allows people to party continuously for several days
with festivals, and music. Parties go through the days and nights, with people just
stopping to take short naps whenever they need to. Right at midnight on New
Year’s Eve, they will take a step forward with their right foot; this is said to start
the New Year off in the right direction. Does any of this work to bring you good
luck? (No.) We are just having fun with these things.

Some other traditions — which we aren’t going to participate in,

but you may enjoy hearing about — In Chili and many other R
countries, people will sweep their house right before midnight. l ¥‘
This is symbolic of sweeping out the old year so a new year can y
come in. Other people open all their doors and windows for a few JJ\ -
minutes right after midnight. Again, this is symbolic of letting the ~ ~ &

old year out so the new one can start. In our country this practice

was done back in Pioneer days. The pioneers would open all the doors and
windows at midnight, and then go outside into the streets and shoot off guns. In
South Africa, people throw furniture and even appliances out their windows,
anything they don’t want. They are cleaning the old out to make ready for new.

11:15
Pop the balloon that reads “11:15.”

The paper in the balloon reads, “Party like you are in Spain and Portugal.” Give

the girls each 12 grapes — either on a skewer or in individual bowls. (Note: In these

countries the tradition is to eat the grapes at midnight — one grape for each time the clock chimes its 12 chimes. The
grapes are all to be eaten by the time the clock finishes its 12 chimes. If a grape is particularly sweet, that month will
be extra sweet. If a grape is sour, that will be a sour month. Since this tradition requires rapid eating, which could be



a choking hazard, | suggest an alternative way). The 12 grapes represent the 12 months of the
year. Have everyone eat the first grape and ask, “What was something memorable
that happened last January?” Eat the next grape and ask about February. Continue
through the 12 months.

Devotion
It’s fun to think back on what has happened this past year, isn’t 345,
Se. N

-

it? New Year’s Eve is the time when many people look back at b S

last year and think about the coming year and what they can do /\( / :/
better. Then they make New Year’s resolutions. Did any of ! '~\.["._—_/ :
you make New Year’s resolutions last year? What were they? A \'\

Did you keep all of them? .
What do you think is the very best New Year’s Resolution you could make?

| think the best resolution anyone could make is, “I want to know God better this
year.” This would be a resolution you could make this year, next year, the
following year, the year after that....... and every single year of your life.

Someday, if we have believed in Jesus and asked Him to forgive our sins, we will
all go to heaven. When you get there, how well will you know Jesus? Will you be
like Abraham? God called Abraham, His friend. Will God call YOU His friend?
Or will you hardly know Jesus because you haven’t spent much time with Him?
How do you get to know God better?

Think first of how do you get to know people better? (Mainly by talking with and spending time
with each other.) It’s the same with God, you need to spend time with God and talk
with Him. You talk to Him by praying. God “talks” to you mainly through the
Bible. You have to read the Bible. You should read it every day and do what it
says in the Bible.

The Bible is not just for the pastors, or adults, or really smart people. It’s for you.
God wants each of you to read and understand it. If you are a Christian, you have
the Holy Spirit inside you to teach you.

God wants you to read the whole Bible — not just part of it,
not just the Psalms or Proverbs, not just the New
Testament. There are things in the Bible that are hard to
understand. But even if you don’t understand everything,
still read it.




When you hold a Bible in your hands — you are holding the very words that God
wants you to read and know. | challenge you to have a New Year’s resolution that
you will read your Bible every day this coming year. Many people read through
the whole Bible every year. Some Bibles have reading charts in the front so you
know how much you should read every day, or you can find the charts online. It’s
nice to read some in the Old Testament and the New Testament each day.

If you want to know God better this year — read His Words to you. | promise if
you faithfully read the Bible, you are going to get closer to God, and you will have
those times that a verse leaps off the page to you because God is saying, “this is
something for you!” Or you are reading and say, “that was exactly what |
needed!” It is thrilling when you know God has pointed something out just to you!

To make this a daily habit, it’s best to have a specific time to do it, and a specific
place. Before you read, always pray. Pray that Satan will not distract you while
you are reading. Pray that God will help you understand what you are reading.

Here is a bookmark with a sample prayer. You can read it as a prayer to God. (Pass
out bookmarks to girls — found below — and have everyone read the prayer together out loud.)

A Prayer - Before Reading the Bible

Dear Jesus,

Thank you for the Bible. | want to love it and | want to faithfully read it. |
understand that I am holding in my hands the very words that You have spoken and
the very words that You want me to know. | want to learn more about You as |
read.

Holy Spirit, as I read, help me to understand what I'm reading, and to obey and
follow what | read. Let me not be distracted. Put a hedge of protection around
my mind so | can stay focused on what | am reading.

God my Father, as | read, show me what areas in my life need to change — where |
need to ask Your forgiveness, and direct me how to live my day for You. Give me
the wisdom and strength that | need for today. As | read, | want to get to know You
better because I'm going to spend eternity with You!”

This is my prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen

People who make resolutions are many times more likely to achieve their goals if
they tell others about it. So, here is a paper — what resolutions would you like to
make? If you want to make the resolution to get to know God better this year by

reading your Bible every day — write it down, date it, and sign your name. (Pass out
papers found below. When everyone has finished, ask if anyone wants to share what they wrote down. At the next
Girl Party, ask how everyone is doing with their resolution... and keep asking at parties afterwards!)



11:50
Pop the balloon that reads “11:50.”

The paper in the balloon reads, “Get ready to party like an American.” Pass out
goodie bags containing blowers, noise makers, a bag of confetti, etc. You might
want to have big pieces of bubble wrap available to stomp on. Then celebrate
however you wish; watch the ball drop on TV at midnight — watch fireworks
outside - give the girls sparklers for outside — give each girl a can of silly string to
spray on each other outside — have the girls pop balloons filled with confetti, etc.
Whatever you pick, wish everyone a “Happy New Year!” And since it is an
American tradition to kiss someone at midnight — give everyone a Hersey Kkiss.

Optional Countdown to Midnight Game

(This can be used at the beginning of the evening when not everyone
has shown up. If your girls are consistently late in showing up, you
may want to skip making the party crowns, play this game instead and
supply party hats.)

Each player will need their own blank clock face, two
toothpicks, and 2 dice. At the same time, everyone starts
rolling one dice. When someone rolls a one, that girl marks
one o’clock on her clock face with the toothpicks. Then she R
continues rolling one dice as fast as possible. When she rolls a two, she marks the
clock hand to the number two. Then she rolls for a three, etc. Starting with 7, she
will roll two dice. All girls are rolling their own dice, and the first girl to roll every
number in order from 1 to 12, wins.

Misec. Notes

Please keep in mind that since this evening has a definite ending time, the party
needs to stay on schedule.

Decorations
Glltzy balloons and streamers
"~ “Happy New Year” banner
" Optional Balloon drop — attach a sheet, netting, or even garbage
bags taped together up high — attach to a curtain rod and maybe a
light fixture. Have one end loosely attached with a slip knot, so it
can be pulled, and the canopy released. Have balloons in the
'~ canopy. For extra fun, fill the balloons with confetti, and let the
¢/ girls pop all the balloons.

"4



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dusancech.cz%2Faoj-obsh-4802.htm&ei=SNXwVLPDJIGDgwTYvIKYAg&bvm=bv.87269000,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNE09KoeBtSkZyfnZ2dHm0f9bidmOA&ust=1425155753919586

Invitation

“It’s time to celebrate! Ring in the New Year!
Date:

Time:

Location:




S

S

My New Year’'s Resolutions!

This year I want to:

I want to- be better at:

I want to- learn how to-

Signature/Date;
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