
Basket Making 
A Willing Heart 

 

Overview 
Baskets are usually made from ordinary materials yet can 

become works of art.  The devotion in this party centers 

on how God can take ordinary people and make them 

into something special if they have a willing heart.  What 

kind of basket will God shape you into?  There are two basket projects available 

for the girls to do;  make a small basket out of pine needles or out of colorful 

greeting cards. 

 

Welcome   
Because basket making takes time, we are going to start right in. (Instructions for the 

Greeting Card baskets and Pine Needle baskets are at the end of the party.  Pick the one that is best suited for your 
girls.) 

 

 

Devotion  
(This is a long devotion, so after the girls have been working on their baskets awhile, give the devotion while they 
work). 

While you continue to work on your basket, I’ll going to start on our devotion.  

When you first looked at the pine needles/greeting cards, could you envision how 

you were going to transform them into a pretty basket?   Baskets are usually made 

from very ordinary materials like grass, reeds, straw, pine needles, or paper.  The 

materials are very ordinary, but a skilled basket maker can take those ordinary 

materials and make baskets that are beautiful works of art.   

 

It’s the same with God.  He can take an ordinary person and make them into 

something special! 

 

Think of your life as the materials to make a basket with.  How is your life going to 

turn out?  What is your future going to look like?  You have an invisible hand 

shaping the materials in your life; an invisible hand weaving your life together.  

That invisible hand is the hand of God.  He’s the same Master Artist who made the 

universe.  Just think what He can do with you! 

 

Who were some “baskets” in the Bible?  By baskets, I mean, ordinary people that 

God changed to be extraordinary.  

 

How were the disciples “baskets?”  (Most of them started out as fishermen who were unlearned.  Yet, 

after spending time with Jesus, they literally changed the world by telling others about Jesus and writing several of 
the books in the New Testament.) 

 



How was Esther a “basket?”  (She was an orphan girl, who after she became queen, got courage from 

God, risked her own life and saved all the Jews who were scheduled to be exterminated – she saved an entire race 
of people.) 

 

What about David?  (He was the youngest of eight sons.  In Bible times, the oldest son was considered the 

most important and the youngest the least important.  David was the youngest.  He was also a shepherd which was 
considered a lowly profession.  Yet David killed the giant, Goliath; something an entire army of trained men were 
afraid to do, and he eventually became a great king over Israel.)   

 

What about Gideon?  (An angel appeared to Gideon and told him to go fight the Midianites, who were 

enemies.   Gideon said, “How can I defeat them?  My clan is the weakest, and I am the least in my father’s house.”  
(Judges chapters 6-8) Basically he was saying, “Who am I?  I can’t do that, I’m a nobody!”  The Lord told Gideon, “I 
will be with you,” and Gideon did lead the people into battle, and defeated the enemy.) 

 

If you were a Victorian Girl, you would know some of the 

“baskets” that lived during the Victorian era.  I’ll tell you a name 

of someone who lived in Victorian times and you say what the 

person was famous for. 

 

Alexander Graham Bell?  (He invented the telephone.)  

 

Thomas Edison?  (He invented the light bulb, the phonograph, and over 1,000 other 

inventions which transformed life for the Victorians.) 
 

Louis Pasteur?  (He developed how to pasteurize milk and proposed that germs cause disease.) 

 

Lewis Carroll?  (He was the author who wrote “Alice in Wonderland.”) 

 

Charles Dickens?  (He is considered England’s best novelist.  He wrote “Oliver Twist,”  “David Copperfield,” 

the story of Scrooge, and many others.) 

 

Florence Nightingale?  (When she was sixteen, she wrote in her diary: “On February 7th, God spoke to me 

and called me to His service.”  At that time, she didn’t know exactly what it was, but as she grew older, she realized 
she enjoyed caring for sick people.  Early in the Victorian era, there were no nurses.  The Crimean War was 
happening then, and more soldiers died from being in the hospital than from their battle wounds.  The hospitals were 
filled with disease, poor food and water, and inadequate care.  Florence Nightingale changed the way soldiers were 
cared for on the battlefield and in the hospitals.  She is the founder of modern nursing.)   

 

David Livingstone?  (He was the first white missionary to go into the interior of Africa.  Many people thought 

him crazy to want to go to Africa, but he wanted to reach the Africans for Christ.  He preached as he explored.  He 
was the first white man to see a spectacular waterfall, which turned out to be the largest waterfall in the world; on the 
border of Zambia and Zimbabwe.  Livingstone named it Victoria Falls after Queen Victoria.  During his travels, 
Livingstone was attacked by a lion and badly injured.  He had to go back to England to get medical attention, but 
while he was there, he fell in love with the nurse that took care of him.  They got married, and she accompanied him 
back to Africa.  He later wrote that he was thankful he was attacked by the lion, even though it left one of his arms 
disabled, because he found a wife.  Livingstone’s greatest desire was to tell the African people about Christ.  Many 
Africans believed.  Even when he was older, and sick, he refused to leave Africa, but was carried places so he could 
continue to preach.  When he died, he was found by his bed, kneeling.  He had died while he was praying.  David 
Livingstone, truly was a “basket” that was willing to be used of God.) 6 

 



George Muller?  (He lived in England during the Victorian era.  At that time, only rich orphans were cared for.  

Any child who became an orphan and was poor would be left on the streets to fend for themselves, or they would be 
forced to work long hours in the workhouses with very little food or hope.  George Muller started an orphanage for 
poor children.  When that orphanage became full, he built another.  It is estimated that over the course of his life, he 
cared for over 10,000 orphans.  What made George Muller a “basket?” He had very little money.  Yet he never asked 
anyone for money.  He believed he should only ask God for what he needed.  Over and over again, he had no idea 
where the next meal was going to come for the orphans.  One morning, he had all the orphans sitting at the breakfast 
tables.  That morning there was no food for breakfast, and no money to buy food.  George Muller prayed, “Dear 
Father, we thank you for what you are going to give us to eat.”  A knock sounded at the door, and there stood a local 
baker.  “Mr. Muller,” he said, “I couldn’t sleep last night.  Somehow, I felt you didn’t have bread for breakfast, and the 
Lord wanted me to make bread.  So I got up at two o’clock and baked fresh bread for you.”  Muller thanked the baker, 
and thanked God for the rare treat of fresh bread.  Just then, there was a second knock on the door.  It was the 
milkman.  These were the days when a milkman drove a horse and buggy carriage around and delivered fresh milk 
to your house in the morning.  The milkman said his cart had broken down outside.  He needed to unload the milk 
before he could repair the broken cart.  He wondered if the children at the orphanage could use the fresh milk.  God 
had provided again.  George Muller was a “basket” who had a lot of faith in God, and who saved many children’s 
lives.) 7   

 

John Hyde?  (John Hyde is a name you might not know.  He went as a missionary to India.  This man was not 

known for being gifted in the ways you would normally think a missionary should be gifted.  He was partially deaf.  He 
had trouble learning the languages in India.  He did not have an outgoing personality.  However, Mr. Hyde could 
pray.  He spent long hours each day asking God for the souls in India.  He would wake up 3 or 4 times a night to pray 
and sometimes he would pray all night.  One time he spent 30 days with a friend just praying for people to become 
Christians.  John Hyde had the courage one year to ask God for him to be able to lead one person a day to Christ.  
Others thought it was an impossible request.  They were in an area where most people who became Christians were 
beaten and disowned by their families, just for becoming a Christian.  But by the end of that year, he had led four 
hundred people to Christ.  The following year he begged God to double his efforts - let him lead two people a day to 
become Christians.  At the end of that year more than 800 people had.  Then he doubled that request, and more than 
sixteen hundred came to Christ.  John Hyde had been shaped by God into a praying basket.  He prayed great 
prayers and thousands of people in the country of India were saved.)  8   

 

Let me introduce you to Queen Victoria.  She is famous for being one of the 

longest reigning queens in history, and for ruling a country through much change.  

When she became queen, most people had not traveled more than a few miles from 

their home.  They walked or used horses.  By the end of Victoria’s reign, the 

railroad had been built allowing people to travel more and the train brought in a 

wider variety of food and items.  Electricity and running water in homes came into 

use.   

 

Queen Victoria is also known for being a kind and caring ruler.  There is a story 

told about her at a large banquet.  The guest of honor at the banquet was from 

another country and did not know all the customs in England.  At the end of the 

banquet, finger bowls were placed in front of each person.  No one had informed 

the guest of honor that a finger bowl was only used to dip your fingers in to clean 

them.  Instead, using both hands the guest raised the bowl and drank all the water.  

The dinner guests were shocked.  Not only was the water not to be drunk, but one 

would never use two hands to lift a bowl to their mouth.   A moment later Queen 

Victoria took her finger bowl with both her hands just like the guest of honor had 

done and drank the water.  Then all the other ladies and gentlemen present in the 



banquet lifted their finger bowls and drank.  Queen Victoria was an interesting and 

hospitable queen.  We will learn more about her in coming months.                

 

Those are some of the famous “baskets” who lived in Victorian times.   They were 

willing to be used by God, and God did amazing things through them.    

 

Think what God can do with you.  I see so much potential in each one of you girls.  

Have a willing heart to do whatever God tells you to do.  Be willing to be made 

into what God wants.  Isaiah 64:8 says, “…You, Lord, are our Father. 

We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the 

work of your hand. (NIV) 

 

That verse talks about God shaping our life as a 

potter shapes a clay pot on a potter’s wheel. 

 

Sometimes, materials must be prepared before they 

can be used.  Reeds and pine needles are soaked in 

warm water, so they can be bent.   Paper is twisted 

and crumbled.  It can be the same with our life.  God 

may put us in some “warm water,” meaning He puts unpleasant circumstances in 

our lives to prepare us, to mold and shape us or teach us.  

 

What kind of basket will God shape you into?  I don’t know, but it will be exciting 

to find out.  You just need to say to God “I’m available – work on me, mold me, 

shape me.”   

 
(If doing this party near Thanksgiving, use the basket they made or another basket as a “Blessing Basket.”  Tell them 
that during this next year, when they know God has blessed them, or a time when God was special to them, write it 
down and date it.  Put the piece of paper in the basket.  A year from now, on Thanksgiving, take the papers out and 
read them.  Give each girl their first paper to put in their Blessing Basket.  Have written out why you are blessed to 
have each girl attending these parties.) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Snacks 
Victorian Gingerbread 

½ cup butter 

1 cup molasses 

½ cup water 

2 cups flour 

½ t salt 

1 t cloves 

1 t pumpkin pie spice 

1 t baking soda 

½ t baking powder 

1 egg 

1 cup milk 

 In a small saucepan, stir the butter, molasses and water until melted.  Set 

aside to cool.  In a large mixing bowl, combine the dry ingredients.  Stir with a 

spoon until mixed.  Add the egg and milk.  With electric mixer on low, combine.  

Slowly add the molasses mixture and combine.  The batter will be quite runny.  

Pour batter into a greased 9-inch round cake pan.  Bake 350 degrees for 30 

minutes.  Remove from oven and let cool.  Slice and serve with real whipped 

cream.  

 

 

Invitation 
Are you feeling crafty?  At our next party you will learn how to 

make a basket.   

Date:  

Time: 

Location: 

 

 

Greeting Card Basket 
Each basket needs 12 pieces of the smaller template and 2 pieces of the larger 

template.  Pick greeting cards with 

complimentary color schemes.  Center the 

template on the cards over the best picture 

areas, with the rounded side of the template as 

the top. 

 



 

 

 

Arrange in the order you want.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glue every 2 cards back to back.  Only put 

glue in the middle, so there will be no glue in 

the area the holes will be punched.  Trim any 

edges that aren’t evenly matched.  

 

Pierce each glued piece all around the edges 

¼” from the edge and every ¼”.  Make the 

holes evenly spaced.  Use a piercing tool or a darning needle.  This works best over 

a heavy piece of Styrofoam.  The first pierced card should be used to pierce the 

others so the holes will match exactly.  Piercing the holes can be hard on the 

fingers if using only a needle.  Depending on the age of the girls, you may want to 

have the card pieces cut, glued and pierced ahead of time.   

 

Each basket requires a full embroidery floss skein.  

Do not separate the threads at this time.  Use all 6 

threads together.   It takes about 3 feet of 

embroidery floss to go around each smaller piece, 

and about 5 feet to go around the hexagon, (if your 

scale is 2 ½” length at the bottom of each smaller template).  Knot 

the end of the 

embroidery floss.  Go 

through the hole at the 

bottom corner, putting the knot on the side that will 

eventually be the inside of the finished basket.  On this 

first hole only, go through the same hole again, 

making a loop and 

putting the needle 

through the loop 

before pulling the 

thread all the way through.  That becomes the 

first “Blanket” embroidery stitch.  Use the 

“Blanket” embroidery stitch all around the 



piece by putting your needle into the next hole, pulling the thread almost through 

but leaving a loop.  Put the needle through the loop before pulling it tight.  When 

you have finished going around the entire card, knot the thread and cut off the 

ends. 

 

Do the remaining 5 smaller pieces the same way.  Then Blanket Stitch around the 

hexagon shaped piece.  Lay the pieces out as shown.   

 

 

Thread the needle with one strand of the embroidery 

floss or a matching sewing thread.  Hand stitch the 

straight edge of each smaller piece to the hexagon piece.  

Do this by zigzagging back and forth between the two 

pieces.   

 

 

 

 

When all the bottom pieces are attached, you will hold 

up two pieces to start forming the sides and sew them 

together in the same manner.  Sew on the outside of the 

pieces.   Make sure all the top and bottom corners are 

securely attached together. 

 

 

 

 

Continue in this manner until all the pieces have 

been sewn together to form the basket shape.   

 

 

 

 

Enjoy 

your 

colorful 

basket! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pine Needle Basket 
 
Pine Needle baskets are fairly simple.  If you have not made one before, it would 

be helpful to find an instructional video to watch online first.   

 

Pine needles can be purchased, or girls can gather them if you live by pine trees.  

The best time of year to gather pine needles is at the beginning of cool weather in 

the fall.  Needles that are at least 8” long are the best.  Pick up freshly fallen, 

unbroken needles off the ground.  Leave any needles that are buried.  As they are 

picked up, arrange them all facing the same direction.  To make a mini size basket 

as shown, each girl will need a generous handful of needles, at least 1 ½ - 2” in 

diameter.   

 

Fresh green needles should not be used.  They shrink too much as they dry. 

 

After collecting enough pine needles, put them in the freezer for a few days to get 

rid of any little critters.  Then put them in warm water and leave them there for 12-

24 hours to soften and make them pliable.  Work with wet needles that have been 

taken right out of the water. 

 

Each girl will need thread, and a strong embroidery needle with an eye big enough 

to accommodate the thick thread.  It is also helpful to have a gauge; a 1 ½” piece of 

a medium size plastic drinking straw works well.  Also needle nose pliers are 

helpful to pull the needle through the basket.  When using the pliers, never put the 

pliers on the eye of the needle.   

 

Thread the needle with a length of thread that is two arm 

lengths long.  Thread can be strong upholstery thread, 

raffia or thin natural cording. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cut the caps off the pine needles with scissors.   

 

 

 

 

 

Fill the straw gauge with needles, putting the thicker side in first.  Fill the straw so 

the needles are snug, but the straw is able to slide easily.  A good amount is 7-8 



pine needles before the caps were cut off.  Using a gauge will keep the thickness of 

the needles consistent.  After using about half the length of the original needles, a 

few more needles will be added every two or three stitches to keep the gauge full.  

This is called “feeding the tail.”  Put the new needles in the middle of the group of 

needles and push till snug.  When you can see any start or end of a new pine 

needle, it works well to tuck it into the center of the group or secure the end with a 

stitch covering it.  Any pine needle end that sticks out can be cut close to a stitch. 

 

Let’s begin!  Wrap the end of the thread 

tightly around the pine needles about an 

inch from the ends and secure with a knot.  

Trim the ends of the needles even, ¼” from 

the knot.  Start bending the pine needles 

around the knot.  Wrap the thread all 

around the coil of needles and take the 

needle through the knot from the back to 

the front.  That’s the first stitch.  Continue this every 1/8” coiling the needles as 

you go.  It is very difficult to get a round base basket, but easy to make an oval 

base.  The tail of the thread should be included in the coil, being tucked underneath 

the coil and hidden.  Continue, wrapping around the 

back of the coil of needles, securing your stitch to the 

inside coil of needles.   

 

Each stitch should be pulled tight as the pine needles 

will slightly shrink as they dry.  After you have made 

a second coil around the original knot, start doing your 

stitches every ¼”.  Coil and stitch until you have the 

base of your basket as big as you want.   

 

A good base measures 2” x 1 ½”.  This will make a very small, ring size basket, 

but it will be a basket that can be finished at the party.   

 

Now it’s time to start making the sides of the basket.  As you start around the end 

of the basket, put the pine needle coil up a bit, at a gentle slope.  Put the stitch in at 

an upward angle only going through half of the coil underneath.  Continue gently 

sloping the coil and stitches up until the coil is now 

sitting exactly on top of the previous coil.  Stitches 

will be taken in between the stitches on the 

previous loop for the prettiest look. 

 

When the thread gets close to the end, take the 

needle off the thread.  With a new length of thread, 

tie a square knot close to the pine needles.  The 



knot should be close enough to the coil that on the next stitch, the knot can be put 

underneath the coil of needles and hidden.   

 

How to finish the basket:  Continue your basket till the 

desired height is achieved, at least an inch.  Look at the 

top to see where you should end so the top is the same 

height.  Stop feeding the tail as you get close to the spot, 

and with each stitch, cut off one or two pine needles on 

the bottom of the coil, right after they have been included 

in the stitch.  Do this until you have only 2 pine needles 

left.  Take a stitch.  Take another stitch right beside it.   

Insert the sewing needle into the pine needles and have it come out at a stitch 

several stitches away on the inside of the basket.  Pull the thread tight and then cut 

it off.  If any bit shows, use the sewing needle tip to push it back in.  The tightness 

of the pine needles will keep the end securely inside.  

 

Cut off any pine needle tips that are sticking out.  

Shape the basket by pulling up any part that is a bit 

low on the top or pushing down where it is a bit 

high.  Make sure the bottom is sitting flat.  This 

way as the pine needles dry, your basket will have a 

great shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greeting Card Template 

 
 


