A Whole Heart

Overview

Victorians crocheted many things from dress
collars to doilies for their homes. Crocheting is
easy to learn, but because we rarely use crocheted
items today, girls will first learn and practice the
basic crochet stitch using yarn, then they will change to crocheting wire while they
make a very unusual and pretty crocheted wire necklace with beads. They will
also learn about Victorian homes and having their heart as Christ’s home.

Welcome
If You Were a Victorian Girl
Here are some pictures of Victorian styled homes you might see today. How

would you describe them? (Lots of detail and decorations on the outside, white railings, big porches,
decorative wooden pieces, and pointed roofs.)
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How would you describe these Victorian rooms?

Victorian rooms were very elaborate, with lots of items in them. Rooms usually
had ornately carved furniture, heavy drapes in dark colors, and floral wallpaper.
The “fancy work” that girls and ladies created made their homes cozy. They
covered the walls and all available surfaces with their art.
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Crocheted items were very prominent in their homes. They crocheted doilies to
put on tea tables, doilies for the backs of
chairs, doilies for the fireplace mantel, and
others for tablecloths. Do you know what a
doily is? It’s a lacy looking mat. We
rarely use them today, but Victorians used
them throughout their homes. They also
crocheted baby blankets, delicate looking
collars for
their dresses, edgings on towels, napkins and bed
linens. They made crocheted angels and other
ornaments for the Christmas tree. They also
crocheted lace doilies to put over their milk jugs
and sugar bowls which were used every time they
had tea, and Victorians drank a lot of tea. These
doilies had beads around the edges in case they
were having tea outside, so the wind wouldn’t blow
them off. Their purpose was to keep flies and dirt

out of the milk and sugar.

Some of your crocheting would be done during “morning calls.” “Morning calls”
were simply going to someone’s house and spending time with them. Usually it
was done in the parlor which was their fancy living room. Tea and refreshments
were served. Since Victorians believed that their hands should always be busy,
they would sit and chat with their friends while working on a project like
crocheting. “Morning calls” were between three and five in the afternoon since
“Morning” referred to any time before dinner.

Here is a picture of Queen Victoria crocheting. She loved to crochet and did it her
whole life.
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Here is a picture of a crocheted scarf Queen Victoria made. She made eight
identical scarves like this and gave them one year as gifts.

We are going to take the Victorians love for beads and do a modern version of
crocheting with wire to make a unique necklace. This kind of necklace was not
worn in Victorian times, but you probably wouldn’t enjoy crocheting a doily or a
milk jug cover. Since most Victorians gave handmade gifts for Christmas, you can
be very Victorian, and make this necklace or others for gifts.

Knitting is done with two knitting needles. Crocheting is done with one hook. The
size of the hook determines how big the loops will be. We’re going to practice
crocheting with yarn, then crochet with the wire.

Make crocheted necklace and earrings
Teach the basic crochet chain stitch using
yarn, then advance to crocheting with
Wire. (Necklace instructions at the end of this party.)

Devotion
Our theme this year is “A Heart for God.” We use the word “heart” to mean the
center of our life, the part we think from and feel from. It’s the most important
part of our life. We say that we ask Jesus into our hearts. Ephesians 3:17 says that
Jesus lives in our hearts. What does that mean? Have you ever stopped to think
that if you are a Christian, that Jesus is living in your heart right now? He’s inside
you!



Think creatively right now and picture your heart as a home. Think of your entire
life as a home. You invited Christ into your heart when you became a Christian.
What are you doing to make your heart an inviting place for Jesus to be? I’'m
going to read from a little booklet called “My Heart, Christ’s Home.” This is
written as if you and Jesus are in your heart which is a home.

“I will never forget the evening I invited him into my heart...After Christ entered
my heart....I said to him, “Lord, I want this heart of mine to be yours. I want you
to settle down here and be fully at home. | want you to use it as your own. Let me
show you around and point out some of the features of the home so that you may
be more comfortable. I want you to enjoy our time together.” He was glad to
come and seemed delighted to be given a place in my ordinary, little heart. The
first room we looked at together was the study...of my mind...He entered with me
and looked around at the books in the bookcase, the magazines on the table, the
pictures on the walls. As | followed his gaze, | became uncomfortable. Strangely
enough, I had not felt bad about this room before but now that he was there with
me looking at these things, | was embarrassed. There were some books on the
shelves his eyes were too pure to look at. On the table were a few magazines that a
Christian has no business reading. (The computer was open to a web site I didn’t
want him to see.) As for the pictures on the walls — the imaginations and thoughts
of my mind — some of these were shameful. Red-faced, | turned to him and said,
“Master, I know this room really needs to be cleaned up and made over. Will you
help me shape it up and change it to the way it ought to be?”

“Certainly,” he replied, “I’m glad to help you! I’ve come to handle things like
this! First of all, take all the material you are reading and viewing which are not
true, good, pure and helpful, and throw them out! Now put on the empty shelves
the books of the Bible. Fill the library with the Scriptures and meditate on them
day and night. As for the pictures on the walls, you will have difficulty controlling
these images, but | have something that will help.” He gave me a full-sized
portrait of himself. “Hang this centrally,” he said, “on the wall of the mind.” T did,
and I have discovered...that when my thoughts are centered on Christ, the
awareness of his presence, purity and power causes wrong and impure thoughts to
back away. So he has helped me to bring my thoughts under his control...

From the study, we went into the dining room, the room of my appetites and
desires. (It was the room of things that | want — money, clothes, good grades,
fitting in at school, etc.)....There was nothing so very bad in any of them, but it
was not really the kind of food which would feed the soul and satisfy true spiritual
hunger.

When the plates were placed before my new friend, he said nothing. However, |

observed that he did not eat. I asked, somewhat disturbed, “Savior, don’t you like
this food? What is the trouble?”



He answered, “I have food to eat you do not know of. My food is to do the will of
him that sent me.” He looked at me again and said, “If you want food that really
satisfies you, do the will of your heavenly Father. Put his pleasure before your
own. Stop striving for your own desires, your own ambitions, your own
satisfactions. Seek to please him. That food will really satisfy you. Try a bite of
it!”

And there about the table he gave me a taste of doing God’s will. What flavor!
There is no food like it in all the world. It alone satisfies. At the end everything
else leaves you hungry...

We moved next into the living room. This was a quiet, comfortable room with a
warm atmosphere. | liked it. It had a fireplace, sofa, overstuffed chairs, a
bookcase and an intimate atmosphere.

He also seemed pleased with it. He said, “Indeed, this is a delightful room. Let’s
come here often. It’s secluded and quiet, and we can have good talks and
fellowship together.”

...He promised, “I will be here every morning early. Meet me here and we will
start the day together.”

So, morning after morning, | would go downstairs to the living room. He would
take a book of the Bible from the bookcase, open it, and we would read together.
He would unfold to me the wonder of God’s saving truth recorded on its pages and
make my heart sing as he shared all he had done for me and would be to me.
Those times together were wonderful...our friendship deepened in those quiet
times of personal conversation.

However.. little by little, this time began to be shortened. Why, I’m not sure.
Somehow, | assumed | was just too busy to give special, regular time to be with
Christ...Eventually...I began to miss days now and then. Matters of urgency
demanding my attention were continually crowding out the quiet times of
conversation with Jesus. Often, | would miss it two days in a row or more.

One morning, | recall rushing down the steps in a hurry to be on my way to an
important appointment.

As | passed the living room, the door was open. Glancing in | saw a fire in the
fireplace and Jesus sitting there. Suddenly, in dismay, it came to me, “He is my
guest, | invited him into my heart! He has come as my Savior and Friend to live
with me. Yet here I am neglecting him.”



I stopped, turned and hesitantly went in. With downcast glance I said, ‘“Master,
I’m sorry! Have you been here every morning?”

“Yes,” he said, “I told you I would be here to meet with you.” ...I asked him to
forgive me and he did...

He said...”You have forgotten that this time means something to me also.
Remember, | love you. At a great cost | have redeemed you. | value your
fellowship. Just to have you look up into my face warms my heart...\Whether or
not you want to be with me, remember I want to be with you. I really love you!”

You know, the truth that Christ wants my fellowship, that he loves me, wants me
to be with him and waits for me, has done more to transform my quiet time with
God than any other single fact. Don’t let Christ wait alone in the living room of
your heart, but every day find a time and place when, with the Word of God and in
prayer, you may be together with him.”

(Next I took him to the workroom, where | used my talents and skills to do things
for Christ. When | looked over the things that | had made by myself, they looked
pitiful. He asked me if | would like to do better and he put his strong arms around
me and his hands over mine and said, “Let me do the work through you.” We
made wonderful things together with his skilled hands working through mine. |
never want to try anything on my own again.

Later he inquired about the Rec Room; what I did for fun with my friends. | would
go there without him because I knew he wouldn’t enjoy what I was doing or the
friends | was with. | felt miserable not taking him with me. Finally, | said,)

“Lord, I have learned my lesson, I know now I can’t have a good time if you are
not along. From now on we will do everything together!”

Then we went down together into the Rec Room of the house. He transformed it.
He brought new friendships, new excitement, and new joys. Laugher and music
have been ringing in the house ever since. With a twinkle in his eye, he smiled,
“You thought that with me around you wouldn’t have much fun, didn’t you?
Remember, I have come ‘that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full.” (John 15:11)

(He and I also went through the bedroom and transformed my thoughts on what
should happen there, and | gave him the key to the little locked hall closet where |
was keeping that something, I didn’t want to admit I had.)

Then a thought came to me. I said to myself, “I have been trying to keep this heart
of mine clean and available for Christ, but it is hard work. | start on one room and



no sooner have | cleaned it than | discover another room is dirty. | begin on the
second room and the first one is already dusty again. I’'m getting tired trying to
maintain a clean heart and an obedient life...

Suddenly I asked, “Lord is there a possibility you would be willing to manage the
whole house and operate it for me?

...I could see his face light up as he replied, “I’d love to! This is exactly what I
came to do. You can’t live out the Christian life in your own strength. That is
impossible. Let me do it for you and through you.”

...He took my life that day and I can give you my word, there is no better way to
live the Christian life...

May Christ settle down and be at home as Lord of your heart also.””
| summarized part of this booklet, but I’'m going to give each of you a

copy to take home and read. Have you ever thought of Jesus in your
heart and life like this before? He really is inside you!

Victorian spent a lot of time and energy making their homes a cozy place to live.
How much time do you spend making your heart a cozy place for Jesus to live?
Your Take Home Worksheet today will help you think through the “rooms” in
your life so your whole heart will be pleasing to Him. Give Jesus your whole
heart, and your whole life.

Snacks

Cranberry Orange Scones
Tea

Scones

2 cups flour

10 t sugar, divided

1 T grated orange peel
2 t baking powder

Y t salt

Y4 t baking soda

1/3 cup butter, chilled
1 c dried cranberries
Y4 cup orange juice

Y4 cup half and half

1egg
1T milk




In a large bowl, combine 7 teaspoons of the sugar, flour, orange peel, baking
powder, salt and the baking soda. Cut in the butter until coarse crumb consistency.
Set the mixture aside. In a smaller bowl, combine the cranberries, juice, cream and
egg. Whisk lightly. Add the liquid ingredients to the flour mixture and stir until a
soft dough forms. On a floured surface, knead 8-10 times. Form dough into an 8-
inch circle. Cut into 8 wedges. Place the pieces on an ungreased baking sheet with
space in between each. Brush with milk and sprinkle with remaining sugar. Bake
at 400 degrees for 15 minutes or until lightly browned. Cool slightly on a wire
rack, then serve warm with the Orange Bultter.

Orange Butter

1/3 cup butter, softened

3 T orange marmalade

6 T heavy whipping cream &
In a small bowl, combine all the ingredients and whip .

together until smooth.

Invitation

Are you ready to learn to crochet? That’s what you’ll be
learning at our next party. You will crochet a wire
necklace and make matching earrings.

Date:

Time:

Location:




Take Home Paper

A Whole Heart

Who lives inside you?

Ephesians 3:17a

| Corinthians 6:19-20

How are you to love God? Matthew 22:37

Think about the rooms in your “heart.” What
do | need to change in:

The study — my mind
The dining room — my desires and wants
The living room — my devotion time with Jesus

The workroom — what | do for Jesus

The rec room — my friends, fun and where | go
The bedroom — my sex life/thoughts
The hall closet — my secrets

Ownership of the house — my will or His will

Psalm 119:10, “With all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from
Your commandments.” Pray and ask God to help make your whole heart pleasing
to Him.



Crocheted Necklace Directions

Supplies needed per girl:

9 yards of 26-gauge wire

(A spool this size can do 3 necklaces, however its
best if each girl has her own spool.)

68 beads if doing the 3 prong earrings OR
64 beads if doing the single bead earrings
5.5 mm crochet hook

2 earring hooks i i il
6 earring head pins OR 2 earring head pins if doing the smgle bead earrmgs

Divide the beads;

6 beads for earrings (or 2 for the single bead earrings)
2 beads for the clasp

60 for crocheting

If you are using several colors of beads like our example,
crochet all purple beads on one strand, all pink beads on
another strand. Or evenly divide the beads into three
groups as dark, medium and light. If the beads are
different sizes, also divide by sizes; big on one strand,
medium on another, and the smallest on another. This
makes for an even look after the necklace is assembled.

String 20 beads on the wire.

. Hold the crochet hook in your right hand. Lay the

- crochet hook about four inches from the end of the wire.
- Wind the wire around the crochet hook one time by

~ twisting the crochet hook to create a knot. (When

~ practicing this crochet stitch with yarn, first make a slip
knot in the yarn.)




Use the crochet hook to go under the wire,
catch the wire with the hook. Pull the hook
back up through the loop. One stitch is
done. Crochet another loop to create two
loops.

Bring one bead up. Crochet the bead with your next
loop. Crochet 2 more loops with just wire.

Bring a bead up and crochet it into your next loop.

| Crochet 2 more loops with just wire.

Continue in this manner, putting a bead on every
third loops.




~ After the last bead has been crocheted, crochet 2 more
loops. Cut the wire about 4” and bring the tail through
the loop to secure.

~ put the finished length aside. Repeat for two more
lengths.

Lay the three finished lengths side by side. If one length
is shorter than the others, gently stretch it so all three
crocheted lengths are the same.

- Take the three lengths, line up the first beads on

- each so they are not exactly the same position, vary
them about 74”. Twist the three tails together on
one end. Hang them off a counter or table, with
masking tape at the top to anchor.

Braid the three stands together. At the bottom, twist the
three stands of wire together.




Take the strands out of the tape, lay them on the counter.
Position all the beads up and evenly. The wire may have to
be worked a bit to lay flat.

String a bead through all 3 wires on both ends.
This can be a bead from the necklace or a smaller
bead.

¥ Add the clasp to both ends. Twist the wire several
times tightly and evenly around the necklace and clip
~ theend. Crimp the wire so there are no sharp ends.

Make matching earrings.




For the three pong earrings, cut the wires to three
different lengths, evenly matching the lengths on both
sides. Connect to the earring hook and crimp closed.

Finished necklace with both earring options.

Other examples of crocheted necklaces:




: The front of a necklace.

The back of a necklace.




