Bigger or Better Party 'v
Party Overview © ©
This is an unusual and super fun party. Do it in a safe 4{"’:-; :
neighborhood or go to people's homes you know. The

girls will be divided into teams and given several

identical items. They will then go door to door asking to trade their current items
for something bigger or better. We've been amazed at what the teams have come
back with every time we've done this party. The devotion will introduce God's
name, "Adonai," meaning Lord and Master.

Welcome the girls

Divide into two groups.

(Give each group several identical items; stuffed animals, something unusual, a dollar, a toy, a bracelet, a colorful
pen, etc. Look around your house or buy the items. Two items per girl works well. Both teams must start with
identical items, so you need two of each. The items should be small enough to easily carry, yet things that people
will want, or the girls will have a hard time getting started in the game.)

You will have an hour and a half from the time you leave here, to go door to door
to trade these items for something bigger or better. At o’clock, you need to
be back here, and we’ll compare to see which team has the biggest and the best
things!

The rules are:

No one may go into someone’s house. Stand at the door. If invited in, say, “I’'m
sorry, but the rules of our game say we may not go into any house.” There are no
exceptions to this rule.

Always be polite.

When someone answers the door, say, “We are doing a scavenger hunt, called
Bigger or Better. We are going door to door with these items
B.GGE (show_ the_items). Do you have anything to trao_le with us?
BETTER We WI|! give you one of what we have if you give us
something bigger or better. We’re in a contest with another

team to see who can bring back the biggest and the best things.” (Have the giris practice
this.)

Have fun with this. Talk about how great the items are that you have. You may
refuse any trade. Someone may offer something that’s not bigger or better, and
you can say, “Sorry, that is not bigger or better. I cannot make that trade.”

Tell them “Thank you,” whether they give you anything or not.

Meet back here at (time.)


http://uhkf.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/BiggerOrBetter-logo.jpg

Meet back, compare items, declare a winner in each
category.

Let girls decide whether to divide and keep the items received or give
everything items to charity.

Devotion

You just went around to houses asking for something bigger or better.
What is the biggest and best thing you received today? Most people today want
bigger and better things, don’t they? Adults want a bigger house, a newer car, and
a better paying job to get what they want. Teenagers want the latest and greatest
electronic gadgets, the newest model phone, the best computer, more clothes, etc.
Closets and drawers can be crammed with things, yet people still go shopping for
the newest trend, another outfit, more jewelry, a cute purse, and so on.

The name of God we are going to look at today corresponds with this. It is the
name, “Adonai,” (a-do-NAI) which is translated “Lord,” in our Bibles. It will be
with a capital “L” and the o-r-d in lowercase letters; so, capital “L” and the rest
lowercase. If you see the name “LORD” in your Bible, all in capital letters, that is
a different name of God, “Jehovah.” We’ll learn about “Jehovah” another time.

“Adonai” means Lord and Master. It carries the idea that God is the owner and
master of everything. Adonai owns everything. He owns us. What we think we
own is really His and He has simply given it to us. Someone may have a job, and
think they earn the money to buy things, but it is God who has allowed them the
health, and the ability to get the job and do the job.

He is the Master; we are the servant. This can be a hard idea to grasp, because in
our thinking, a master is over slaves. And the master is usually thought of as a
hard and uncaring person. We know of stories where slave owners have cruelly
beaten and badly treated their slaves. That is not what is pictured here. Adonai is
the Master, yes, but we are the willing servant. He is the Master who greatly loves
us, is kind, and has our best interests in mind, and we are the servant, who in
return, wants to willingly do what the Master wants.

As Adonai, He has the right to expect obedience from us. How do you know what
the Master wants you to do? (Read the Bible and do what it says to do in the Bible.)

Since He is Adonai, He owns everything. He owns what you are wearing today.
He owns what is in your closet at home. He owns everything in your house and
the house itself. He owns the items that you collected today.

If we could understand this, we would view what we have differently. Instead of
“this is mine,” it would be, “Adonai, this is all yours.” In our minds, instead of



holding everything in a closed fist; “this is mine,” we would be holding everything
in an open hand, and think, “God, this is all yours, if you want any of it, you can
have it.”

If you watch little kids playing together, and one gets a new toy out of a toy box,
many times another child will see it and want the toy. They might even try to take
it away from the first child. The first child will usually screech and yell, “Mine.”
However, the child did not earn the toy, nor did they buy the toy. It was given to
them. It’s the same with our things; they belong to our Heavenly Father who has
given them to us. God really owns them, and we take care of them. We are called
a steward — someone who takes care of things for someone else. If you feel like
things are yours, you can actually tell God, “Adonai, [’'m sorry, I have been
claiming all these clothes, and shoes, and my cell phone, etc., but none of this is
mine, it’s all Yours. I’ve been claiming it all as mine, and | am sorry. | give it all
back to You. | now know that | am the steward that will take care of what is
Yours.” Then, when something breaks, you can say, “Adonai, Your cell phone
broke. What would You like me to do? Adonai, Your servant thinks she needs
some new clothes. If that is Your opinion too, then You provide the money and
help me find good deals. Adonai, | heard today that someone needs money. Do
You want me to give them some of Your money, and if so, how much?”

Adonai is trustworthy. He loves you so much and has your best interests at heart.
| hope you will serve Him willingly with all your heart.

Snack
Serve any thing that comes in two different sizes;
Regular size soda cans and mini soda cans
Regular sized hot dogs and the little cocktail size hot dogs.
Regular size oranges and the little Clementine oranges
Big Frito chips and mini Frito chips
Big size candy bars and mini candy bars

Misec. Notes:

Have a mom shadow each group. She doesn’t go to the door but is on the
sidewalk.

Some people do not want to trade but will give you something. That is fine, and it
gives you more items to trade at the next house.

Let the moms coordinate the routes, so groups do not go to the same houses.



While the trading may start out slow, this has been a favorite party. We have had
girls trade a penny up to $20.00. They have come back with huge stuffed animals,
a working TV, and a promise of a working dryer, which a dad went back and
picked up the next day, sold it, and the girls split the money.

Set a time that the girls must be back. When they come back, let them show the
other team what they collected. Have a judge decide which team collected the best
items. Let the girls decide if they want to split and keep the items, or if they want
to donate them to a charitable organization. If the girls want to keep the items,
evenly divide. If two or more girls want the same item, draw numbers.

The timing and location of this party is important. It needs to be in a neighborhood
that is safe and held at a time when all the neighbors aren’t at work or going to
pick up children from school. It works best in the daytime, as people are less
likely to answer their door after dark.

Decorations
Do a centerpiece on the table of stuffed animals in a basket. Put big sized animals
and little animals in the basket. Set the table with two plates at each spot; a big

plate and a small plate. Do the same with the glasses. Put a big fork and a salad
fork at each spot.

Invitation v

Are you ready for a different event? It’s a Bigger or — 1%
Better Party! You will be given items and then go door © ' © ,
to door asking if they have anything to trade for your 26 6

items that are bigger or better. Teams will compete to
see who can collect the best and biggest items. Who
knows what you’ll come back with!

Date:

Time:

Location:



Take Home Paper

Adonai
Psalm 16:2
“I said to Adonai (the Lord), “You are my Lord;
I have no good besides You.”

Psalm 8:1, 6-8a

“O Jehovah, (LORD), our Adonai, (Lord,)

How majestic is Your name in all the earth,

Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!

You make him (people) to rule over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet,

All sheep and oxen,

And also, the beasts of the field,

The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea.”

Psalm 147:5

“Great is our Adonai (Lord) and abundant in
strength;

His understanding is infinite.”

Psalm 123:2

“Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,
As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,

So our eyes look to Adonai (the Lord our God),

Until He is gracious to us.”

Pray

Adonai, You are my Lord, and my loving Master. | am Your servant. Everything
| am and everything | have is from You. Thank you for giving me

. 1 bow my knee in submission to You as my Master. | want
to do what You tell me to do in the Bible. I’m ready to serve You. Help me to
obey You today by . Amen
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