Dive-In Movie
Celebrate the end of summer

Party Overview

Enjoy a lazy summer evening with this easy pool

party. Girls should love lounging on a floatie in the pool
while watching a movie. This party will happen after
dark. The devotion focuses on jellyfish which can’t swim
but just float with the current. It challenges the girls to not be a jellyfish once
school starts by simply going along with the crowd.

I’s a Dive-In Movie!

Girls should love lounging on a floatie in a swimming pool while watching a
movie. The hardest part about this party might be picking which movie to watch!

Set up

The best set up is a large white sheet strung up by one end of the pool, so girls can
easily watch while they lay in the water. The sheet can be hung off anything tall;
trees, a portable basketball hoop, or attached to the house roof. Use a projection
unit to show the movie on the sheet. (Check with the library or your church, if you do not have such a unit,)
Bringing a big screen TV out by the pool will also work. If there is not a pool
available, do an inside movie night. Since most movies run two hours, by the time
you have the devotion and some snack time, three hours will have quickly passed.

Devotion
You’re going to watch a movie tonight — just floating on a raft or a noodle in the
pool. Did you know there is an animal living in the ocean that just floats around?
It lives in the ocean, but it can’t swim, it simply floats
in the water! Do you know what animal it is? It’s the
s ~ jellyfish. Jellyfish cannot swim. They just float with
Lo V‘i y the current and eat food they can catch in their
[ ¢ ‘ tentacles. It sounds fun, but sometimes the ocean
current takes the jellyfish where it doesn’t want to go.
The jellyfish may be floating towards the beach, and it
has no way to propel itself back out to deeper water where it will be safe. The
current will then wash it up on the beach where it dies. In fact, sometimes a beach
has dead jellyfish all over it.

You are all going to start school soon. I don’t want you to just float with the
current when you get in school. What [ mean by that, is don’t go along with what
everyone is doing, or where everyone is going, just because everyone else is doing



it. Make wise choices. Have some backbone if you need to go against what
everyone else is doing or what they are saying, or where they are going. A
jellyfish has no backbone — no strength to swim. No strength to make choices.

Statistics tell us there is very little difference between Christian kids your age and
non-Christian kids your age. That many Christian girls and guys are just floating
along with the rest of the crowd. Dressing like everyone else, acting and doing
things like everyone else. If you belong to Christ, there should be a difference!
Others should know that you follow and serve the King of Kings. It shouldn’t be a
difference where you’re so weird, others don’t want anything to do with God, but it
should be a difference that makes others wonder why you have peace and joy in
your life; confidence and contentment.

To be different, you have to have convictions. Things you won’t
do, places you won’t go. Lines you won’t step over in regards to
alcohol, drugs, relationship with guys, how you dress, etc. You
need to have these convictions in place before you are ever in the
situation. Know what you will do. First, know what the Bible
says about things, and ask God what your convictions should be.

In regards to alcohol, the Bible says, “Do not get drunk with wine.” (Ephesians
5:18) Does that mean you can drink some wine, just don’t get drunk? Jesus turned
water into wine at a wedding. (John 2:1-11) Paul tells Timothy to drink a little
wine for his stomach and illness. (I Timothy 5:23) Here are some things to
consider, then you make your own conviction about drinking: The wine they could
make in Bible times had very little alcohol in it, compared to the wine that is made
today. When someone is drinking today, it is very hard for them to tell when they
have crossed the line between some alcohol and too much alcohol. Alcohol is not
good for your body. It does irreversible damage to the liver, it lowers your bone
mass, increases heart problems and cancer risk. Statistics tell us that by taking
that first drink, one in three people will become hooked to some degree on

alcohol. ® Many alcoholics, or family members dealing with alcoholics, wish they
had never taken that first drink. You have to decide what your conviction will be
in regard to alcohol.

What about smoking? The Bible doesn’t talk about that at all. But it does talk
about your body being the temple of the Holy Spirit. You have a holy God inside
you. Smoking is bad for your lungs and your body is where God lives. | hope
your conviction will be to say “no.” Don’t even try it one time. Smoking is
addicting. Alcohol is addicting. Drugs are addicting. Do you want harmful,
addicting drugs inside you when God is there?

What about relationships with guys? Do you have a line where you won’t cross?
You should. And you need to know where the line is before you are in a
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relationship. Will you hold hands? Will you kiss? Will you let him touch you and
where?

You will be tempted to do many things, many times. God does forgive if you do
something wrong. But there can be consequences to live with; remorse, and
memories you’d rather not have as compared to the feeling of victory for not
yielding to temptation.

What about things that are simply choices? Like how you dress. It is difficult to
dress modestly and attractively. But it can be done. Look in the mirror each
morning before going out. Are you dressed the same as the world? Are you
showing too much skin anywhere? Is your clothing so tight that it shows too much
of what’s underneath? Are you dressed in a way that is pleasing to Christ?

. What about the things you say? Do you talk like
everyone else? Are there any swear words coming out

(/ ’ \_‘/ > of your mouth? Do you put people down with what you
> say, or have you made the choice to say kind and

 — p~, Sy y y

= - encouraging things to others?

Are you being like the crowd; going along with them; floating with them? Or are
you being like Jesus and going against most of the crowd; not going along with
anything that is against what the Bible says.

Romans 12:2 says, “...Do not be conformed to this world...”

It’s getting harder and harder in our world to live as a true follower of Jesus. But I
encourage you to follow Jesus in everything. Don’t float along with the crowd.
William Penn said, “Right is right, even if everyone is against it, and wrong is
wrong, even if everyone is for it." Did you catch that? Everyone can be doing
something, but that doesn’t make it right.

Know what is right and what is wrong as found in the Bible. With things that are
not clear, you decide. As for me, | want to give my best to Jesus, do my best for
Him, and keep His temple, my body, as pure as possible.

As the summer is coming to an end, make a commitment not to be a jellyfish this
year in school. Have a backbone and stand for Jesus.

Watch the Movie



Snacks

Your choice — you can have the girls come for supper,
and grill hamburgers with all the fixings. Or you can
go with movie type snacks like popcorn, nachos and
candy. Make flip flops with Nutter Butters and
frosting.

Misc. Notes
It’s best to time this party so it’s completely dark outside when the movie starts.

Provide glow in the dark bracelets or necklaces for extra fun.

Invitation

Come celebrate the end of summer with a Dive In
Movie! Dress in your swimsuit, bring a towel and a
floatie. You’ll lounge in the pool while watching a
movie.

Date:

Time:

Location:




