Fourth of July/Vacation party

Party Overview

The obvious choice for a party in July is a Fourth of July
one; all red, white and blue, ending with fireworks. We
have that option. However, with this holiday typically a time spent W|th famlly,
we have a second option for a simple “Vacation Fun Day” with your girls.
Whichever you pick will be fun. The devotion encourages girls to memorize Bible
verses with the extra free time they have in the summer.

Fourth of July: Red, White & Blue Party

Take your pick of the following:

Have the girls come dressed in red, white and blue

Tie dye a T-shirt red, white and blue (use a kit, found at craft stores)

Decorate flip flops

Have a picnic

Make homemade ice cream

Discuss what things make you red, white and blue (i.e. red is what makes you
embarrassed, white is what scares you, and blue is what makes you sad.)

Do a white elephant birthday gift exchange, in honor of our country’s birthday.

Have a Double Birthday Party. Celebrate the country’s birthday and all the girls’
birthdays together at the same time. Draw names out of a hat, set a dollar
amount and take the girls shopping. They buy a gift and wrap it. Then the
“birthday girls” open their presents, and everyone eats birthday cake.

Play Pictionary. Clue options: chopping down the cherry tree, signing the
Declaration of Independence, Betsy Ross sewing the first flag, George
Washington crossing the Delaware, God Bless America, Abraham Lincoln,
The White House, The Liberty Bell, The Statue of Liberty, a Bald Eagle,
The US Flag

Do a “Pledge of Allegiance” contest; who can say it the fastest

Teach the girls to make a cherry pie

Have a pie eating contest

Play horseshoes and other competitive picnic games

Go to a fireworks display

Snacks

Serve only red, white and blue foods;

Watermelon cut in star shapes

Blueberries

White corn on the cob served on a red or blue plate




Blue, red and regular tortilla chips served with red salsa and sour cream
Blue Jell-O with raspberries and topped with whipped cream
Strawberries and blueberries in a bowl with whipped cream

Star shaped sugar cookies with white frosting and red and blue sprinkles
Twizzlers

Cherry Pie

OR
Serve picnic fare; burgers, hot dogs, baked beans, coleslaw, cherry pie, homemade
ice cream, freshly squeezed lemonade

Home Made Ice Cream
5 eggs
2 scant c sugar
1 can evaporated milk
1 carton Half and Half
2-3 T vanilla
Beat eggs till very frothy. Slowly mix in the sugar, then the rest of the
ingredients. Place in 1 gallon size container. Fill the rest of the container with
milk. Freeze according to ice cream freezer instructions.

Fourth of July History

What is the Fourth of July? Why do we celebrate it?
Most people will say it’s the birthday of our country. It !
was on July 2", 1776 that our country’s leadership voted S

to be independent from England. But it was on July 4™, 3\

two days later that the Declaration of Independence was A
adopted. That document stated we wanted to be free from A
England, but there were seven years of war that followed

before our country won its freedom.

Beginning with the Pilgrims, there were many people in our nation who followed
God. One man who trusted God was George Washington. When our country was
just starting to fight England, George Washington became the army’s general. The
men in our first army were volunteers from all the 13 colonies. They were farmers
and townspeople, not soldiers. They had to bring their own weapons and fight
against trained soldiers. Washington prayed every morning. He issued orders that
all men would attend church services, carrying their weapons with them. He
would ride through the army on his horse, telling the soldiers to fear God and to
behave as Christians.



On July 4™, 1776, the same day that the Declaration of Independence was passed,
an army from England landed in New York. War was about to begin. By August,
the British had almost surrounded the newly formed American army. There were
20,000 British soldiers ready to fight against 8,000 Americans under George
Washington. George Washington needed to get his out numbered and barely
trained army away. He had a plan, and during the night, he started to ferry his

o troops across the river in small boats. Many thought it couldn’t

/ be done. The river was a mile wide, and the ferry boats were
small. All night they ferried the Americans across. Dawn was
coming and they needed three more hours to get the entire army
across before the British saw what they were doing in the
morning light. Then out of nowhere, God worked a miracle.
Heavy fog appeared. The Americans could barely see each
other, but neither could the British see the Americans rowing across the water.
The fog remained until the last boat had left. As the fog lifted, the British could
now see what had happened, and they rushed to the shore to fire at the last boats,
but the boats were out of range. God worked a miracle. Eight thousand Americans
escaped 20,000 British soldiers that night.

That is just one of the times that God worked to free our country.

A few years later on April 30, 1789, George Washington became the first President
of the United States. He requested that a Bible be brought, and he placed his hand
on the Bible to take his oath. That day he said, “I must express my gratitude to the
Almighty. No people can acknowledge the invisible hand of God more than the
people of the United States. Every step toward independence was protected by His
hand. Let us remember that the smiles of Heaven will continue on a nation only
when it heeds the eternal rules of right and order.” ° I tell you this little bit of
history to remind you that our country started as a Christian nation by men and
women who loved the Lord. And God blessed and protected it many times,
because the people in our country followed Him.

Decorations
Balloons, streamers, flags, banners and posters in red, white and blue



Vacation Day Party
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Beach Day
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Water Park

Picnic

Bike trails and everyone carry a picnic lunch in a backpack

Fly Kites

Tubing down a river

An afternoon at a pottery or painting place

Lunch at a tearoom

Zip lining

Canoeing

Pool Day 7
Fishing —
Manicure or Pedicure m
Baseball game -

Escape Room |
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Movie and popcorn “& //
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Amusement park
Bowling

Roller skating
White water rafting



Devotion

It’s summer! What’s the best thing you have done so far this summer? In summer
you have more free time than during the school year. What do you do with all
your extra free time? One thing you should spend time on every day is
memorizing Scripture!

| bet you would be surprised at how many verses you could memorize before the
rest of the summer is over. You are all smart,
and it is easy for your young brains to
memorize. When you get old, it’s harder to
memorize, so do it now. When you have verses
memorized, the Holy Spirit can bring them to
your mind when you need them. But that can’t
happen if they are not in your mind.

I’m going to pass out these colorful packets of 4” x 6” index cards and this list of
Bible verses. Do you see the two verses that are written out at the top? Write them
on your cards. Write the first verse on one side of a card and the Bible reference
on the other. Then take another index card and write the second verse on that.
One verse per card, with the reference on the back.

How do you memorize a verse? Start with one card. Look at the verse, read it.
Read it through several times. Start with the first phrase and repeat it several times
over. Then repeat the next phrase several times. Then cover the verse up and see
how far you can get without looking. Even if you think you can’t memorize, you
can. Even if you just read the verse out loud in the morning, then again in the
afternoon, and again in the evening. you will be surprised how fast you can
remember it.

Eventually when you will get several cards learned, write out more. The verses on
this paper are just suggestions. When you are reading your Bible, or you hear a
verse in a sermon or in Sunday School that you would like to remember, write it on
a card and memorize it. Then maybe once a week, review the verses you have
memorized. Look at the reference on the back of the card and see if you can say
the whole verse. Only turn the card around if you can’t remember or to check if
you got it right.

If you are working on a card, maybe put it on your bathroom mirror, so you can
work on it as you are doing your hair or put it somewhere you can see it several
times a day. | challenge you to learn a bunch of verses before the summer is over.



Good Bible Verses to Memorize

Psalm 119:11, “Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against
You.”

I Corinthians 10;13, “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you
will be able to endure it.”

Leviticus 11:44a Mark 8:34-38
Deuteronomy 4:39-40 Mark 10:27
Deuteronomy 31:8 Luke 22:40b
Joshua 1:8-9 John 3:16-17
Psalm 4:3b John 14:21

Psalm 4:8 Romans 1:16
Psalm 18:1-3 Romans 3:23
Psalm 18:30 Romans 6:23
Psalm 19:1 Romans 8:31
Psalm 19:14 Romans 10:9
Psalm 27:1 Romans 12:1-2
Psalm 51:10 | Corinthians 3:16
Psalm 56:3 | Corinthians 10:13
Psalm 119:11 | Corinthians 15:3-4
Psalm 139:17-18 Galatians 5:22-23
Psalm 146:1-2 Ephesians 2:8-9

Proverbs 3:5-6
Proverbs 6:16-19
Proverbs 13:20
Isaiah 26:3-4
Isaiah 40:28-31
Isaiah 41:10
Isaiah 59:1-2
Jeremiah 29:11-13
Micah 6:8
Habakkuk 3:17-19
Matthew 6:19-21
Matthew 10:32-33
Matthew 19:29
Matthew 22:37-39

Ephesians 3:17-19
Ephesians 4:29-32
Ephesians 6:1-3
Ephesians 6:10-18
Philippians 1:21
Philippians 4:6-8
Colossians 3:23
Hebrews 12:1-2
Hebrews 13:5-6
James 1:5

James 1:12-13

| Peter 3:3-4

| John 1:8-9



