Christmas Party

Party Overview

It’s almost Christmas time! Come dressed in Christmas
colors and be ready for some Christmas fun and

games. The highlight of the party will be to decorate your
own gingerbread house masterpiece to take home. What
will your "house" look like in heaven? We'll talk about that in our devotion.

Welcome the girls

Have Christmas music softly playing in the background.
What did everyone do for Thanksgiving?

What will you do for Christmas? Any special plans?
Can anyone say “Merry Christmas” in another language?
Has anyone seen a real, live reindeer?

Before we decorate the gingerbread houses, let’s play a few games.

Christmas Games

Draw a picture of Santa Claus

Here is a piece of paper and a crayon for each of you. Everyone start drawing a
picture of Santa Claus and Rudolph. (Let 15 seconds pass and ring a bell.) Everyone pass
your papers and crayons to the girl to the right. Keep drawing the picture that was
passed t0 you. (Every 15 seconds ring the bell until each girl has drawn on all the papers, or until enough time
has passed to complete most of the drawings.) Let’s have a show and tell of your masterpieces.

Stuff Rudolph and Santa game

Divide into two teams. Each team will pick one person to be Santa, and one
person to be Rudolph. You are going to stuff Santa and
Rudolph with balloons. I’'m giving each team a large red pair of
sweatpants, and a large red, long sleeved sweatshirt to put on
Santa. Rudolph will put on a red clown nose and a pair of
pantyhose on the head for antlers. Stuff all the balloons into
Santa and Rudolph.

(This game works best if you have the balloons already blown up and tied. Give each team a laundry basket or
garbage bag with balloons in it. Baby sized hose work the best for Rudolph. It you can't find brown, dye white baby
hose in tea or coffee.)

I Want a Beard like Santa

Everyone should spread some Vaseline on their lower faces — right where a beard
and mustache would be. There are lots of small cotton balls spread out on the



table. Girls, put your hands behind your back and when I say, “Go,” try to get as

many cotton balls to stick to your face to make a Santa beard. (Take pictures of the girls
after this game! Then provide items to wash their faces.)

A to Z. Christmas Items

Here is a blank alphabet page. Write down the name of one Christmas item that
starts with each letter of the alphabet. First one done, wins. Go!
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Answer Options

A; Angel

B; Bells, Bethlehem, Baby Jesus

C; Carols, Chimney, Candy Cane, Candle, Christmas cards
D; Ding Dong, Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy
E; Evergreen Tree, Eggnog, Elves

F; Frosty the Snowman, Fruitcake

G; Gold, God, Gingerbread House, Garland
H; Holly, Holiday

I; Ivy, Immanuel

J; Jesus, Jolly, Jingle Bells

K; Kris Kringle, King Wenceslas

L; Letter to Santa, Lord, Laughter

M; Mistletoe, Merry Christmas

N; Noel, Nutcracker Suite

O; Ornaments, Old St. Nicholas

P; Presents, Party

R; Rudolph, Reindeer

S; Sleigh, Santa, Snow, Snowman, St. Nick

T; Tree, Toys

V; Vixen, Virgin Mary

W; Wassail, Walking in a Winter Wonderland, Winter, Wise Men
Y; Yuletide; Yummy food

Play Backwards Charades

Normally in charades, one person acts out the clue, and everyone else guesses, but
in Backwards Charades, one person guesses and everyone else on the

team acts out the clue all at the same time, so the guesser has lots to

look at. Divide into two teams. Pick your first guesser. I’ll give the

clues to everyone else. Both teams will act out this clue at the same

time. (Clue options to act out: Three Wise Men, Candy Cane, Mr. and Mrs. Claus, I'm Dreaming
of a White Christmas, Snowman, Wreath, Elves, Santa Claus, Decorating Gingerbread Houses,
Wrapping Paper, Santa and Rudolph, All | Want for Christmas is my Two Front Teeth, Christmas Tree,
Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer, Angel, Mistletoe, Hot Chocolate, etc.)

Decorate gingerbread houses

(It works best to have the gingerbread house pieces already assembled on the table, and ready for the girls to
decorate. You can do this in a number of ways. Bake the gingerbread house pieces from a mold. OR: buy pre-
packaged gingerbread kits that have the house pieces already made. OR: use graham crackers and cut the roof
pieces with a serrated knife. Have all the houses assembled before the party begins.



Have ready on the table: bowls of Royal Frosting, knives, candies such as big and mini
M & M’s, chocolate chips, mini marshmallows, gumdrops, peppermints, gummy bears,
licorice, pretzels, toothpicks, efc. It's helpful to have some books checked out from the
library on gingerbread house decorating or have the girls look on-line at houses, to give
them ideas of the many decorating options for their house.)

Cover your house completely in the Royal Frosting and also
the board your house is on. You want it to look completely
snow covered. Then you can start adding candies and start

creating. The Royal Frosting will eventually harden. Have fun creating!

Devotion

Did you have fun decorating your gingerbread house? Would you like to live in a
real gingerbread house? If you could make a life size gingerbread house, what
would it be like? How would you decorate it outside and what would you put
inside? If you weren’t decorating a gingerbread house to live in but a real
mansion, and you could have anything in it you wanted, what would you have put
In your mansion?

What about your house in heaven? Jesus tells us in John 14:2, “In My Father’s
house are many dwelling places...I go to prepare a place for you.” What is the
Father’s house? (heaven) SO in heaven there are many dwelling places. Some
people call them mansions. What do you think your place in heaven will be like?

| know heaven will be incredible, beyond our wildest imagination. Heaven is what
Jesus left to come to earth and be born. Imagine how beautiful and magnificent
heaven is, and yet Jesus left it, to go inside Mary’s body for nine months and be
born in a stable. You would think that when Jesus came to earth, He’d arrive in
something made of shiny gold, covered in diamonds and jewels, and that thousands
or even millions of angels would be all around Him blowing trumpets and
shouting, “Make way for the King! Here’s King Jesus coming to earth!” But no,
He left the majesty of His heavenly home to be born in a dirty, smelly stable. His
first bed was a manager which was a feeding trough for animals, not a soft mattress
in a clean cradle.

Jesus really picked the worst possible circumstances for His birth and life.

Joseph’s earthly father was a carpenter. That was a lowly profession back then that
brought in little money. You would have thought Jesus would have at least been
born into a royal family and lived in style in a palace, but no, he was born into a
poor family. Jesus left behind His heavenly body that got dazzling white at the
transfiguration; that suddenly appeared in the Upper Room after He rose from the
dead, and who knows what other neat things He could do; and He took a human
body that would have gotten sick, tired and felt pain and hunger. He didn’t even
have a human body that was good looking. He wasn’t handsome. If | were up in
heaven picking what | was going to look like, I would have picked a body that



looked good. Wouldn’t you? But no, the Bible says there was nothing about His
physical appearance that would draw people to Him. In other words, He didn’t
want people to listen to Him simply because He was good looking, so He was
either ordinary looking, plain or even unattractive.

At some point in Jesus’ life, His earthly father died. Joseph. That would have
been hard. The Bible doesn’t say Joseph died, but when Jesus was hanging on the
cross, He said to a disciple standing there, “Here is your mother.” What that really
meant was Jesus was placing His mother in that disciple’s care, since He as the
oldest son would have had that responsibility. Jesus wouldn’t have said that if
Joseph were alive to take care of Mary.

Who did the angels first announce Jesus’ birth to?
(The shepherds) Even that is very interesting.
Wouldn’t you have thought the angels would first
announce it to the top city officials, or the most
important people that lived in Bethlehnem? But no,
it was the shepherds. Most people picture the
shepherds as nicely dressed, holding a shepherd’s
crook and gently herding their sheep. That was not
true with shepherds at that time. Shepherds were
considered, untrustworthy, loud, rough, rude and were shunned by most people.
Shepherds weren’t even allowed to testify in court because they couldn’t be
trusted.

It was to this kind of person the angels first announced Jesus’ birth. Wow. Why

do you think the angels first went to the shepherds? (I think it means that Jesus came for
everyone, starting with the lowest of people.)

So Jesus started in a heavenly house, way better than any decorated gingerbread
house we can make. He left heaven and came to be born in the lowest of
circumstances. He loves us that much. As you go through this holiday season,
think of this gingerbread house and think of the house that you will eventually
have in heaven. The one Jesus is preparing for you. That will be your dwelling
place for eternity. Eternity is a long time. What if your house in eternity is built
according to how you lived here on earth? What if your house in eternity is build
according to how much you loved and followed God’s ways? What if the walls of
your house in eternity are decorated with all the ways you obeyed God? We don’t
know anything about what our mansions in heaven will be like. What we do know
Is that eternity is forever. Live your life so that you will be proud for all eternity of
how you followed God here on earth.



Snacks
Fresh Fruit
Gingerbread cookies

Spiced Apple Cider
1 gallon apple cider
1 can frozen orange juice
1 can frozen lemonade
Cinnamon to taste
Water for concentrated juices
Mix all together in a large pot on the stove top. Heat on medium until
warmed, do not boil.

White Chocolate Peppermint Popcorn
16-18 ¢ popped corn; hard kernels removed
2 candy canes crushed in coffee grinder
1 Ib pkg white almond bark
1 tsp peppermint extract

Place popped corn on two large jelly roll pans. Pour crushed candy canes
over the popcorn. Melt almond bark according to package instructions. Add
peppermint extract to melted almond bark. Pour over popcorn and stir quickly to
coat. Let harden in the refrigerator, and then break into pieces.

Gingerbread House Dough
5% c flour
1 t baking soda
1 tsalt
1 T cinnamon
2 t ginger
2 t cloves
1 t nutmeg
1 c shortening
1 c sugar
1 ¢ molasses
1egg

Sift all the dry ingredients together. In another bowl, gradually cream the
shortening and sugar until light and fluffy. Add the molasses and egg. Stir in the
dry ingredients. This makes a stiff dough. Chill several hours or overnight. Once
chilled, roll the dough out to ¥4” thick. Cut the house pieces out or put the dough
in a house mold. Bake at 350 degrees until golden brown. The amount of dough
needed depends on the size of houses you are cutting out or the size of mold you
are using. If you are using one mold to make several houses, bake the pieces
several days ahead and freeze the finished pieces, until the day of the party.



Sugar Cement

Sugar Cement is used to “glue” the gingerbread house pieces together. Although it
becomes very hard, it is edible.

Put 2 cups of white sugar in a pan. The pan should be big enough for the pieces of
your gingerbread house to be dipped into. Turn the heat on high and constantly
quickly stir the sugar. Once it melts and turns brown, take it off the heat
immediately. It will burn easily. Dip the edges of the gingerbread house pieces in
the melted sugar cement and assemble the house. Dip the entire bottom in the
sugar cement to glue the house to your base. A good base is a piece of thick
cardboard covered in tin foil.

Royal Frosting

4 egg whites

5 % ¢ powdered sugar

1 t cream of tartar

1 t clear vanilla (for taste only)

Beat egg whites until they become very fluffy. Slowly add sugar and cream
of tartar, and vanilla. Mix well. This frosting does harden, so make close to
decorating time.

Note: Doubling this recipe is enough for 5 medium sized houses. If the
girls have large bases to put their houses on, extra frosting will be needed.

Invitation

It’s almost Christmas time! Come dressed in Christmas
colors and be ready for some Christmas fun and games.
The highlight of the party will be to decorate your own

gingerbread house masterpiece to take home.

Date:

Time:

Location:

Bring $

Misec. Notes

If you do not have enough thick cardboard pieces to cover in tin foil and put the
gingerbread houses on, have the girls bring cookie sheets.

It is hard to determine how much royal frosting the girls will use. Have ingredients
on hand just in case you need to mix up more.



Take home favor

A gingerbread house Christmas ornament
Gingerbread scented lotion

Footnotes:

Story taken from: http://www.confessio.ie/etexts/confessio_english#

Source: http://listverse.com/2007/07/06/top-15-bizarre-true-stories/

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exploding_whale

Source: http://www.nbcnews.com/id/23595533/ns/health-

health_care/t/woman-sits-boyfriends-toilet-years/#.VSLcF890yP8

5. The Light and the Glory for Children, by Peter Marshall & David Manuel,
Fleming H. Revell, Grand Rapids, Michigan, c. 1992 pg. 157

6. The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism
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