Pumpkin Palooza

Party Overview

Pumpkin Palooza means it’s all about celebrating the
wonderful fall time of year with pumpkins. Girls will take a
trip to a Pumpkin Patch to pick out their perfect pumpkin;
take some time for pretty photos with all the colorful orange
pumpkins, and then let their creativity flow as they carve or
paint it. The devotion looks at Satan who tries to trick us.

Option One

Carve pumpkins

Select carving if the girls are old enough to properly handle a knife. Cover the
work area in a thick plastic tablecloth. Have the girls each bring a serrated knife, a
paring knife, and a big spoon. It works best if the girls have looked on-line at a
site like Pinterest, before they come, to pick a design they would like to carve. If
they come with the design printed on a sheet of paper, then they can easily cut it
out, and with a pen, draw it on the pumpkin, so they have a template to follow.

After drawing the face design on their pumpkin, draw a circle
on top around the stem where you want the top opening to be.
Cut the top opening first by holding the serrated knife at an
angle toward the stem. Emphasize keeping fingers away from
the knife’s cutting edge.

Using a large spoon, scrape out all the seeds and pulp. Have large bowls on the
table for the girls to put the seeds and pulp into. If you want to
toast pumpkin seeds, have the girls collect two cups of seeds at
this time. Once enough seeds have been collected, either have
the girls pause their carving and prepare the seeds for roasting
or have an adult take and prepare them. If the seeds are not
started here, there will not be enough time for them to bake
before the girls need to leave.

Carve the rest of the pumpkin.

When finished, place a silica packet (the ones that comes with new shoes) in each
pumpkin, to help preserve it.



Option Two

Paint Pumpkins

Cover the workspace and provide acrylic paints, brushes and
a thick paper plate to put paint on. Have the girls wear
clothes to paint in and look on a web site like Pinterest
before they come, to pick a face or other design to paint.
Provide cups of water to clean their brushes.

If some girls get finished decorating their pumpkin early, give them another
“pumpkin” to decorate. This extra “pumpkin” is an orange balloon to be “carved”
with a black permanent marker.

When the girls have finished their pumpkins, take individual pictures and group
pictures.


http://www.parents.com/holiday/halloween/decorating/too-cute-halloween/?socsrc=pmmpin130825hallopainted#page=9

Devotion

Halloween is the main holiday in October. But instead of
celebrating Halloween with this party, we’re having fun
with pumpkins and the fall time of year. Many people
celebrate Halloween; others do not because it is a day
associated with Satan worship, witches, and evil spirits.
The fun part of Halloween for kids is to dress up in
costumes and go door to door trick or treating. What is the best looking or the
most fun costume you girls have ever dressed up in? It could have been for
Halloween, or it could have been for another occasion?

Who dressed up in the Bible and pretended to be someone else? (Satan) Satan could
be called the first trick or treat-er. In Genesis chapter three, he comes to Eve as a
serpent. He didn’t come to Eve in his true form; he came as a serpent or as a
snake. That’s like putting on a costume. He didn’t want candy, he wanted to trick
her. The Bible doesn’t tell us how long Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden
before this happened. What would you guess? From the time they were created by
God to when this temptation happened, what is your guess of how much time had

passed? (Most Bible scholars think very little time had passed. Satan would have wanted Adam and Eve to
disobey God right away!)

Picture yourself as Eve in the Garden. A snake is talking to you. It was probably
the prettiest snake there ever was. It might not even be a kind of snake we have
today. And do you remember, after this happened, God cursed the snakes to crawl
on their belly in the dirt? That means that in the Garden, snakes didn’t slither on
the ground, this snake probably stood up and spoke with Eve right at her eye level.

Let’s look at what Satan told Eve.
(Pass out copies of the following passage, and have each girl read a verse aloud.)

Genesis 3:1-6

1 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not
eat from any tree of the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may
eat;

3 But from the fruit of the tree, which is in the middle of the garden, God has said,
“You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.””

4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die!

5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight
to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit
and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.”



Is Satan telling Eve the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? No.
Satan, in his trick or treat costume is flat out lying and twisting the truth of what
God had said.

Satan will come to you in his trick or treat costume and knock on your mind and lie
to you and twist what God has said. He will whisper things to your mind, put
doubts, ideas and wrong thoughts in your head. He came to Eve in a serpent’s
costume. There is another “costume” mentioned in the Bible that Satan wears. Do
you know what it is? He comes to you as a lion. Not a cute, fluffy, stuffed lion but
a vicious, man-eating, woman-eating, girl-eating type lion. | Peter 5:8 says, “...be
on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour.” Can you picture that? A lion is a fierce animal when it’s
hunting. It will stalk its prey, pounce on it and kill it quickly and viciously. And
the Bible says Satan is like that fierce lion, stalking you!

What does Satan want from you? Not a piece of candy. He wants to break your
relationship with God. He doesn’t want you following God. He doesn’t want you
reading the Bible or living like a Christian. And under no circumstance does he
want you to witness to anyone so they become a Christian.

So what do you do? You’ve got a lion stalking you. What did Jesus do when
Satan came to the wilderness to tempt Him? (He quoted Scripture.) Jesus could have
done many things to get rid of Satan. He could have commanded angels to get
Satan away and keep him away. He could have had bolts of lightning come out of
His hands and zap Satan. But no, Jesus simply quoted Bible verses, which is the
exact same thing we can do. God cannot bring to your mind what you don’t know.
And you won’t always have a Bible in your hand to look up a verse. So memorize
verses. It is so important.

In Matthew chapter four, it tells us about the three times that Satan tempted Jesus.

Do you think Satan only tempted Jesus three times? (No. The Bible only records three times,
but Satan would have wanted to defeat Jesus so badly, I'm sure He was tempted all his life. Even as He hung on the

cross in extreme pain, I'm sure Satan was there taunting Him to get off the cross and not die for us.) In the
Bible, after Jesus was tempted, it says that the devil left Jesus, (Matthew 4:11). In the
original language, that word “left” means “only for a little bit.” So Satan quit
tempting Jesus but only for a little bit. You can be sure that Satan tempted Jesus
over and over and over. And you can be sure that Satan will tempt you over and
over and over again. He knows where you are weak, and He will tempt you there.

Because Satan and his demons love to target your mind, be very careful what goes
into your mind — what you see on TV, in movies, what you read in books, or see on
the Internet. Whatever goes into your mind is there forever. Philippians 4:8 tells
us what should go in your mind. (Have someone read it) ““Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,



whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things.” (KJV)

If you have this verse in your memory, when a thought comes into your mind that
shouldn’t be there, you quote Philippians 4:8. Quote it over and over if you want.

When you think of Halloween, think of how Satan dresses up — and tries to trick
you. If you have thoughts that come into your mind like, “Hey, that’s not too
bad....everyone’s doing it...why shouldn’t I have fun and do that? Just a little bit
won’t hurt....” Know that Satan is dressed up in his costume, knocking on your
mind. Do what Jesus did, quote Bible verses, and say like Jesus, “Go away, Satan!
Because the Bible says....... ” And then hit him with a Bible verse, because the
Bible is a powerful weapon and Satan cannot fight against it.

Snack

Apple slices with caramel dipping sauce Y

Sweet and Salty pumpkin seeds |

Pumpkin dip with gingersnap and sugar cookies to dip

Clementine oranges -use a black permanent marker to put a
pumpkin face on them

Dipped pretzels

Chili or pumpkin soup (if you want more of a meal)

Orange soda; take the label off and draw a face on it

Pumpkin paper plates

Orange paper cups with faces on them

Recipes
Sweet and Salty Pumpkin Seeds
2 cups pumpkin seeds, rinsed and dried with a paper towel
2 T melted butter
2 T sugar
1 tsalt
Y t ground cinnamon

Preheat over to 300 F. On a large baking sheet, spread the seeds evenly and
bake until dried, about 50-60 minutes. Remove the seeds and toss all the seeds in a
bowl containing the melted butter and other ingredients. Increase the oven
temperature to 350 F. Spread the seeds back on the baking sheet and bake until
golden brown, 10 to 15 minutes. Stir once or twice while baking.



Caramel Dipping Sauce
2-14 ounce bags of caramels
1T milk

Melt the caramels in a pan over medium to low heat. Once the caramels
start melting, stir almost constantly until smooth. Slice red and green apples, and
have the girls dip the apple slices into individual bowls of caramel sauce.

Pumpkin Dip
29 oz can of 100% pure pumpkin (not pie filling)
2-8 0z créeme cheese at room temperature
4 ¢ powdered sugar
2 t cinnamon
1t ginger
Pinch of ground cloves
Place all ingredients together in a bowl. Whip with electric mixer until
fluffy. Refrigerate until ready to use. Use as a dip for mini gingerbread cookies or
mini sugar cookies.

Sl Dipped Pretzels

Melt orange candy coating, or white almond bark with orange food
coloring, in the microwave according to package instructions. Dip
pretzels in melted candy coating, lay on waxed paper. Make the stem
out of green frosting.

Decorations

Orange and black streamers

Orange balloons with pumpkin faces drawn in permanent markers

Mini pumpkins as table centerpieces, carved out, with a votive candle in each.

Invitation

Let’s take a trip to a Pumpkin Patch and celebrate fall! Bring
your camera for some great photo shots with the colorful
pumpkins. Girls will pick their perfect pumpkin and let their
creativity flow as they carve or paint it.

Date:

Time:

Location:



http://candy.about.com/od/halloweencandyrecipes/r/Pretzel-Pumpkins.htm#_a5y_p=2561297

