Shop till You Drop

*

Overview
It's a Mall Scavenger Hunt. How fun. Girls will do a two-part X 2
scavenger hunt. They will first search the mall for items on a list,
and the second part will be a photo scavenger hunt looking for certain clothes and
taking pictures of them. Just like there are price tags on everything in the stores,
the devotion will focus on the price tag or cost for following Jesus. Is the cost
worth it? Absolutely!

Welcome the girls at the mall

Scavenger Hunt, Part One

This is a two-part scavenger hunt. Here are the rules. No running! Look like a
regular shopper. Stroll. Be polite to others who are here to shop. Here is a list of
items you are to look for. You have 45 minutes and then we will meet back here to
go over your answers, look at pictures, tally up points and declare a winner. But
beware, for every minute you are late, points will be deducted. You are to be back
at o’clock. Any questions? Go!

(To make the scavenger hunt, go to the mall prior to the party and look for things that would make fun clues. Make
more clues than what you think the girls can find in the allotted time. Print them up and hand them out to the girls.

Ideas:
-Go to a Bath and Body store; how much does a certain lotion or perfume cost?
-What store has in its window?

-Look for signs with slogans on them. Put a partial slogan on the sheet and have the girls fill in the rest.
-Have girls count items, like all the containers in a candy store.

-Rearrange the letters in a store name. “Go to the store. What is the
mannequin in the window wearing?

-At a card store, find a distinct card that can be easily seen. Ask what the first
line of the inside of the card says.

-Give points if they take a picture of another team taking a picture.

-Give points for a picture of a team around a mannequin posed the same way the
mannequin is posed.

-Give points for a picture of the entire team wearing spike heels or animal slippers.
-At a calendar kiosk, how much for a calendar with on its cover?

Scavenger Hunt, Part Two
This time, you have one hour. You will go out in teams of two.

Take a picture of an outfit someone your age would wear that fits a
Dramatic, Natural, Classic and Romantic personality.

Then find an outfit that you think looks great on you. It should be
your color, line and style. Take a picture of you wearing the entire outfit or take
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pictures of each individual part of the outfit. Be prepared to tell why it is a good
look for you.

Then photograph an outfit on you that is completely wrong for you; wrong color,
line and style. Be prepared to tell why it is not a good look for you.

You have one hour to accomplish this task. Go.

(When the girls return, give adequate time for them to share their photos and tell why they picked each outfit to
photograph.)

Snacks
Get a snack at the Food Court

Devotion

(This will be hard to give inside the mall due to the noise and distractions. It
might be best to find a different place.)

There are price tags on everything at the mall.
Everything costs. There is a price for following Jesus
too. The cost is not marked though. You don’t know
what it will cost you. But it does cost.

How much is the cost? I can’t tell you exactly. It will
cost you time. It takes time to read your Bible and pray and go to church and
youth group. It takes time to have a relationship with God.

Another cost could be ridicule. You could be made fun of because you believe in
God and the Bible. It might cost you friendships because some people don’t want
to be with a Christian, or there might be some people you shouldn’t be with
because they are not a good influence on you.

Maybe this won’t affect you in this country, but there are many people around the
world, even small children, who are tortured and killed because they are following
God. That is a very high cost, a very high price. Would it be worth it? What if the
world changes and our country isn’t safe for Christians anymore, will you still
follow Christ if it could cost you your life?

We looked at Queen Esther last month. She could have lost her life as a cost for
trying to save the people of Israel. We looked at Sarah. Her price for following
Jesus was to leave her home and her country and go with her husband Abraham to
a new place. Would you be willing to leave your family and friends if God asked

you to? We looked at Mary. What was her price for following God? (She probably
had friends and family not believe that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. In her culture she could have been
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stoned to death for becoming pregnant before she was married. When Jesus was crucified, she paid a high price of
seeing the Son she loved being beaten and dying a very painful death.)

Other costs for following Jesus include not doing things that other people are
doing. Things that don’t line up with what the Bible says. It might be not dressing
like the world dresses. When you are shopping at the mall or other places, you
need to buy ambassador clothes. In the news you will hear of ambassadors from
our country going to other countries around the world. They represent our country
wherever they are. In the same way, we represent Christ. We need to look like we
are representing Christ by how we dress and act. Il Corinthians 5:20 says, “We are
ambassadors for Christ...” Ambassador clothes are clothes that please God;
clothes that are not too tight, too short, or too revealing. Look in a full-length
mirror. If Jesus were standing right beside you, would your outfit please Him?

You’ve just done a scavenger hunt. Could you tell that stores spend a lot of time
and money to set the stage for your shopping experience? They use colors, lights,
attractive window displays and music to entice you to come into their store so you
will buy, buy, buy. Salespeople will tell you, “That looks great on you! Do you
need shoes or a purse to match? What else can I interest you in? There’s a whole
store here, did you see this?” At the counter there are usually lots of little items
they want you to have. You’re checking out, and soon leaving. They want a few
more sales! How can they entice you, so you’ll buy just a few more things? Let’s
mark some things down. Who can resist a sale? What a deal! Yes, you need some
of that perfume or those earrings. You never thought you would want that, but
now that you see it, yes, you want it.

Do you have some of these feelings when you shop? “I want to buy something! |
want something new!” It’s the atmosphere the stores create for you. Be aware of
this. Know how the stores operate. Shop with a list of what you need and know
your budget.

Shop Biblically. First, be content with what you have. The Bible tells us many
times to be content. Hebrews 13:5 says, “Make sure that your character is free

from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has
said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.””

That verse is really saying we don’t need things to be happy because we have Jesus
in our lives. We don’t need a new outfit or that adorable shirt, or that perfect
necklace to be happy.

Pray before you go shopping. “Jesus, I would like a new pair of pants, or new
whatever. Help me to find a pair that fits well and is a good buy. Keep me away
from being greedy and buying more things than | should. Take away my desire for
anything I don’t need or shouldn’t have.”



Pray while you are in the dressing room with a new outfit on. “Jesus, should I buy
this?” When the Bible tells us that God counts the very hairs on our heads that
means He is interested in the littlest things in our lives. That means He is
interested in what we buy and wear. Pray and ask Him if you should buy
something. If you feel a bit hesitant, then leave it.

Can you be greedy sometimes and want more? Yes. Be greedy, because you want
more of Jesus in your life; more time with Him; a closer relationship with Him. It
will cost you. There is a price tag. But I can say with utmost confidence that it
will be worth it. There is no greater friend, helper, encourager, Savior or love than
Jesus. It will be worth it here on earth and it will be worth it for all eternity.

Misc Notes

Some indoor malls do not allow scavenger hunts. Check before you go. If your
mall does not allow them, try an outdoor mall, or a street with lots of shops, and
have the scavenger hunt with questions that can be answered by only looking at the
window displays and not going inside the stores.

Stores change their window displays quite often. If you make your scavenger hunt
questions in advance, make sure you check all the questions are still relevant at the
time of the scavenger hunt.

Invitation

It’s a Mall Scavenger Hunt! How fun! Bring your phone with
room to take pictures. Bring $ for a snack from the food &
court.
Date: o *
Time:

Location




