
Tacky Miss America Contest 
 

Party Overview 
Congratulations!  You have been chosen to compete in the “Tacky 

Miss America Contest!”  Girls will come dressed in the most 

mismatched, tacky, ugly outfit they can create.  They will compete in 

a wacky pageant.  Be prepared to laugh.  The devotion is about a man who dressed 

tacky and incorrectly in the Bible.   

 

 

Welcome 
Welcome everyone to the ‘Tacky Miss America Contest!’  You have all done 

amazing to make it into this competition.  I congratulate each one of you.   Your 

poise, your grace, your style and beauty are all way below average.   You will be 

competing today for this crown and sash.  We will add points as the competition 

goes, and in the end, one “lucky” girl will be crowned, “Tacky Miss America!”  

 
Let’s begin with introductions.  Walk up to the microphone; tell us your name, 

where you are from, and what qualities you possess that qualifies you to be named 

“Tacky Miss America.”  To help with the pronunciation of your words, put 4 large 

size marshmallows in your mouth before you talk.  (The “microphone” can be anything from a 

real one, to a hairbrush or a broom handle held like a microphone.) 

 

 

Interview Questions 
We are going to move to the question part of the competition.  

Draw a question out of this bowl, read it and give us your answer.  

Which of you “lovely” ladies would like to be first?  

 

Would you rather have only 3 outfits to wear that you love, or a 

 closet full of clothes that are all out of style? 

Would you rather have straight hair or curly hair? 

Would you rather be ugly and have ten good friends or attractive 

 and have only one good friend? 

Would you rather be too tall or too short? 

Would you rather have a good body or a good mind? 

Would you rather wear uncomfortable shoes or uncomfortable underwear? 

Would you rather be unattractive and can see, or the most gorgeous person in the 

 world and be blind? 

Would you rather dress casually or fancy? 

Would you rather be bald or have no toes? 

Would you rather be embarrassed in front of friends or in front of strangers? 

Would you rather have a stupid looking haircut or a black eye? 

Would you rather wear dirty underwear or dirty socks? 



Would you rather be cute and stupid or smart and ugly? 

Would you rather win a Tacky Miss America contest or never win a contest? 

  

 

Runway Walk 
(Have each girl walk the runway while you read the description they brought of their outfit.) 

 

 

Walking Race  
Tacky Miss America needs to have poise and grace.  She needs to be able to walk 

like a star.  We must know if you have the excellent posture that Tacky Miss 

America should have.  Each of you needs a book.  Place it on your head.  Your 

hands cannot touch the book once it is balanced.  Walk to the mark, turn and come 

back.  If the book falls, you must start over.  (If you have enough identical books or magazines that 

everyone can do it at the same time, great, if not, use two books and run it as a relay.) 
 

 

Shaving Legs  
Before we can go to the swimsuit competition, we need to make sure your legs are 

shaved.  These are your legs.  (Give each girl one long, skinny blown up balloon – the kind of 

balloons animals are made from).  Here is a large squirt of shaving cream.  Spread it 

evenly over your “leg.”   When you are all done spreading the shaving cream, I 

will give you a disposable razor.  The girl who does the best job of shaving her 

balloon leg, without popping it is the winner.  (Keep the blade guards on the razors if you are nervous 

about girls cutting themselves and do this event outside as a popped balloon sprays shaving cream).   
 

 

Swimsuit competition 
Now that your legs look great, we can proceed to our swimsuit competition.   
(Provide two used, faded, ugly swimsuits from a thrift store to go over what the contestants are currently wearing).  
Divide yourselves into two teams.  Select one swimsuit model from each team to 

wear one of these beautiful suits.  Each model will sit in a chair with her feet 

propped up while wearing these flip flops with shaving cream smeared on the 

bottom.  The rest of you girls will finish the beach scene for your swimsuit model 

by putting “sand” on her flip flops.  You will stand behind this line (about five feet away) 

and throw Cheerios.  The team that gets the most Cheerios or what we are calling 

“sand” to stick on the flip flops wins the swimsuit category.  

 

 

Clothing relay 
Contestants need to be able to change their clothes quickly during a pageant.  We 

are going to give you practice seeing how fast you can put clothes on.  Divide into 

two different teams.  Here are two suitcases full of similar clothes.  Each team will 

race one at a time to open a suitcase and put all the clothes on.  Once all the clothes 

are put on, you must strike a pose, have your picture taken and then walk around 



the suitcase modeling them.  Then take the clothes off, put them all back in the 

suitcase, run back and tag the next girl. 

 

 

Pantyhose Relay 
Next is the Pantyhose Relay.  I am going to put you with a partner based on height.  

In this relay, each pair of contestants will get one pair of hose.  You will stand side 

by side.  One of you will put your right leg in the pantyhose, and the other one will 

put your left leg in the other side of the pantyhose.  Pull the hose up as high as 

possible and together walk/run in the hose to the designated spot.   When I say 

“go,” put your pantyhose on, then do your walk, and the first team to come back, 

and take their hose off is the winner. 

 

 

Food Eating Challenge  
Tacky Miss American contestants need to be very careful in what they eat.  This is 

an individual challenge.  At my signal, open a jar and eat the entire contents.  You 

must show the empty jar and your empty mouth to the judge.  Points will be 

awarded for first, second and third places.  (Have one baby food jar for each girl.  All the jars should 

be the same content. You can pick fruit to make it easier, or a vegetable or meat to make it more difficult). 
 

 

Talent Competition 
Today’s competition will be artistic.  We are going to test your ability as great 

sculptors.  Divide into groups of two.  Here is an entire can of Spam turned out on 

a plate.  Each team will have two knives and two toothpicks to sculpt your item.  

Points will be given for best representation of the item and creativity.   (Options to 

sculpt:  The winner’s crown, an evening gown, etc.  Variation:  Instead of doing this with Spam, you can do it with 
play dough or even bubble gum.) 

 

 

Makeup 
It’s time to get you more beautiful!  It’s makeup time!   Come get an item of 

makeup from me.  Pick something that you are an expert at putting on.  (There should 

be one makeup item for each girl, like blush and a brush to apply it, foundation and a sponge to apply it, lip liner, tube 
of lipstick, three eye shadow colors and applicators, eyebrow pencil, etc.   The darker or bolder the colors the better.)  
One little detail – because this is “Miss Tacky America” you must put your one 

item of makeup not only on yourself, but also on everyone else.  AND you all must 

do it blindfolded!    You need to have every item applied on your face.  There will 

be two winners here – the best-looking face and the makeup artist I think who did 

the best job.   (Tie the blindfolds low on their closed eyes so eye shadow can still be applied).   Leave your 

blindfolds on until I say to take them off.  Begin. 

 

 

Hair Styling 



Models are known for trying new and unusual ways of styling their hair.  Divide 

into teams of two.  The person with the longest/fullest hair sits in the chair.  You 

will want to fluff and puff her hair, so it is as full as possible.  Your hair stylist will 

be given a full box of thin spaghetti noodles.  One at a time, they will poke the 

entire box of uncooked spaghetti noodles into their hair.  The winner will be the 

team with the best-looking hair creation.   

 

 

Additional Hair Styling 
Now switch places.  Here is a collection of hair accessories; hair bands, bobby 

pins, regular hair spray and colored hair gel.  You are to create the wildest, tackiest 

hairstyle possible.   

 

 

Evening Wear Competition  
Now we are ready for the elegant, final competition in Tacky Miss America; the 

glamorous, highly anticipated, much photographed Evening Wear Category.  

Applause, applause.  Already you ladies look quite “lovely.”   The only thing 

missing is an original, custom designed evening gown!   What a stunning finale to 

our event.  Here’s how it’s going to work.  I will divide you into two teams.  Each 

team will create one gown.  Choose one on your team to be the model.  The rest of 

you will be the fashion designers and will create the most stunning evening gown 

possible for the model to wear.  Because you are tacky, you do not 

have the normal fabrics most gowns are made from, but you do 

have this large supply of toilet paper.  Here are your supplies.  (Give 

them equal amounts of toilet paper, clear tape and scissors.  If you want them to be extra 

creative, give each group a box of colored Kleenex for gown accents or accessories).  You 

will have 20 minutes to make your masterpieces.  Then you will 

model your masterpiece while the fashion designers tell us about 

their creation.  Begin. 

 

 

Crown the “Tacky Miss America” winner 
 

Devotion 
There is a parable in the Bible about someone dressing tacky.  It’s in  

Matthew 22:1-14.   

Let me elaborate on the setting of this story for you:  It was a glorious day in the 

kingdom.  The day had finally arrived for the King’s son to be married.  The 

wedding was to be the biggest, most elaborate event the kingdom had ever seen.  

No expense had been spared.  The best of the best had been brought in.  The 

banquet hall was dazzling, from the table settings to the decorations.  It was 

breathtaking to look at.  The florists had outdone themselves with huge containers 

of fresh, colorful flowers.  The chefs had created platter after platter of delicacies.  
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The baker had created his tallest and most spectacular cake ever.  Everything was 

ready.  Every detail was perfect.   Servants were sent to tell the people to come to 

the wedding.  In that land, weddings were not announced in advance.  When 

everything was ready the servants would bring the people to the wedding.  When 

these servants announced the wedding of the king’s son, a most unbelievable thing 

happened.  The people would not come.  Some were too busy; others just couldn’t 

be bothered. 

 

The king was outraged.  He sent his servants out again to go through the whole 

kingdom inviting the poor and the lowly people. These people came and filled the 

banquet hall.  They were so happy to be there.  The king came into the wedding 

celebration and saw a man who was not dressed in wedding clothes.  The king got 

angry and had him thrown out.  You see it was the custom in that land for the king 

to provide the fancy wedding clothes for the people to wear.  But this man had 

rejected the generous offer of the king and was not dressed appropriately for the 

wedding – he was dressed tacky.  

 

This is a parable that Jesus told.  It really doesn’t have much to do with the man’s 

actual clothes – the suit and tie he would wear to a wedding today.  It really is 

about what we wear inside our heart.  Our invisible clothes!  Romans 13:14 says, 

“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ…”  Some versions say, “Clothe yourself with the 

Lord Jesus Christ.”   

 

The king in this parable is God the Father.  The wedding clothes were Jesus Christ 

– the king was looking if we had been clothed with Christ by being saved.  The 

invitation the servants were giving was the invitation to heaven.  We can’t get into 

heaven without wearing Jesus Christ.  The tacky dressed man had to take off his 

sin in order to put on the wedding clothes. 

 

The book of Colossians tells us several things we are to wear or not wear, to put 

off and put on.  (Have a girl come out dressed in old, ugly items – a coat, a dress, jeans with green paint or 

green paper spots pinned on, yucky shoes, and a dilapidated belt – all of which can be taken off with other clothing 

underneath.)  Look at __________.  She is so tacky, and she needs to take some things 

off.  Let’s start with that very ugly coat.  It is the coat of compromise.  

Compromise is when you do something you really shouldn’t do but others are 

doing it, you have peer pressure to do it, or you rationalize and do whatever it is 

even though deep down you know it is wrong.  You can compromise in things you 

do, say, or think.  Compromising is not pretty – it’s not God’s best for you – take 

off the coat by not ever compromising!  

 

I’m glad we got rid of that ugly coat.  Now look at these gross jeans.  These jeans 

are the jeans of jealousy.  “I wish I had her outfit; I wish I had her hair, or her 

looks, or her house, or her parents, or her allowance, or her…………. whatever.”  

The list could go on and on.  “I want...”  “I wish……”  “If only….”  That’s being 



jealous, wanting what others have.  It’s not being content with what God has given 

you or how God has made you.  Take those ugly jeans of jealousy off!  Ask God to 

help you be content with what you have and how He made you. 

 

Look at that dress of disappointment.  Someone has let you down; life isn’t what 

you thought it should be like; you should have gotten a better grade; someone close 

to you is sick or dying, the list could go on and on.  Disappointment covers you.  

You wish things were better.  What should you do?  Look at yourself and your life 

through God’s eyes.  Take off the dress of disappointment and ask God for 

fulfillment and help from Him. 

 

She’s looking better, but she still has some things she shouldn’t be wearing.  Look 

at those shoes.  They are dirty, and disgusting.  Those are the shoes of shame.  

They are shoes that have taken her places she shouldn’t have gone to and done 

things she shouldn’t have done.  She can’t accept God’s forgiveness.  Take off 

those shoes, accept God’s forgiveness, and don’t put them on again. 

 

I see one more item she shouldn’t be wearing – the belt of bitterness.  Bitterness is 

being angry at being treated unfairly.  You will encounter things all through life 

that are unfair.  Being bitter over them leaves you ugly.  Forgive and move on.  No 

one has been treated more unfair than Jesus when he died on the cross for us.   

 

Doesn’t ________ look so much better?   

 

Colossians 3:8 says, “But now is the time to cast off and throw away 

all these rotten garments of anger, hatred, cursing, and dirty 

language.”  (TLB) 

 

You are to put off those ugly things, and then the verses in 

Colossians continue with what you are to put on. 

 

“Put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; beyond 

all these things put on love.”  Colossians 3:12, 14 

 

Take certain things off, put on other things, and you will never be dressed tacky in 

God’s sight again. 

 

In your clothes closet at home, you have things you wear all the time.  You 

probably also have things you never wear – they are just taking up space.  It’s nice 

to go through your clothes closet every 6 months or every year and get rid of things 

you aren’t wearing.  What do you think about these closets?  Is there anything in 

them that should be gotten rid of?  (Show pictures of the girls’ closets that the moms have taken without their 

knowledge.) 
 



I show you these pictures of closets because we should go through our clothes 

closets every so often and get rid of clothes we aren’t wearing, but we also have a 

spiritual closet that we should go through from time to time.  Your spiritual closet 

is where you hang your emotions, your thoughts and your attitudes.  It’s what 

inside of you.  A clothes closet is often closed because it is messy, and the owner 

doesn’t want you to see inside it.  Your spiritual closet may be the same way – you 

don’t want others to see what you are really thinking or feeling, but God sees 

inside your spiritual closet.  He can help you clean it out and organize it.   Go 

through and organize your actual clothes closet and look in your spiritual closet to 

make sure all your thoughts are beautiful and show able. 

Dear Lord, thank you for each one of these tacky on the outside girls, but very 

beautiful girls on the inside.  I thank you that they could come today, and we could 

have fun together.  Help them to keep both of their closets clean for You.  Let Your 

beauty shine through them.  I also thank you for the food we are about to eat.  We 

love you, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

 

Snacks 
Fresh fruit, chips, punch 

 

 

Misc Notes 
This event is best done outside.   

 

Take lots of pictures. 

 

Ask each mom to secretly take a picture of their daughter’s closet and send it to 

you before the party.  The purpose is not to embarrass anyone but tell them the 

picture will be used during the devotion regarding look at the closet of our hearts. 

You can Google “dresses made out of toilet paper,” if you want to show the girls 

incredible bridal gowns and other outfits that people have made completely out of 

toilet paper.   

Optional:  After discussing cleaning out their closets, ask if the girls would like to 

organize their closets and bring 1-3 items they aren’t using to the next party and 

give to anyone who wants them.  Have a clothes swap. 

 

 

 
 
 
Invitation 



Congratulations!  You have been chosen to compete in the “Tacky 

Miss America Contest!”  Look around your house and find the 

most mismatched, tacky, ugly outfit you can create.  Come decked 

out in your worst.  Points will be awarded for the “best” outfit. 

Hair and makeup will be done at the pageant.  Bring a description 

of your outfit and what occasion you are dressed for.  These will be 

read to the group as you model your “lovely” creation. 

The pageant will take place: 

Date: 

Time: 

Location: 

 

 

Examples of runway dialogue 

Melanie portrays the girl next door…you know - the blind one that dressed in the 

dark!  She couldn’t decide which color scheme to go with, so she wore them all 

just to be safe.  She is a sweetie and they just love her down at the old folk’s home 

where they say that Melanie brightens up the room when she walks in, and they are 

NOT talking about her smile. 

 

Rachel is wearing an outfit that would make anyone want to go out on the town.  

(Toon town that is!)  With all those colors who knows where one-piece stops, and 

another begins.  The purple and orange flowered top is just the right look for her 

tutu skirt and silky pink pants.  Who can resist the one striped and one polka-dot 

sock look?  What a fashion trend setter. 

 

Charissa is decked out to the max.  Her hair is Pippy Longstocking meets the bag 

lady look.  Charissa is ready for the Thrift Store jewelry show and 

you can hear her coming: clang, clang, clanging down the street.  

Charissa’s fashion sense is awesome and she could be featured on 

the “Young and Fashionably Challenged” new TV show.  
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